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meteorology the study of the weather 

atmosphere the layers of air wrapped around the earth 

weather

maritime climate

anemometer 

the current and temporary state of air outside

a climate influenced by the sea 

a tool used to measure wind speed 

meteorologist a scientist who studies weather patterns and climate

the ozone Layer a layer in the atmosphere that absorbs ultraviolet radiation 
from the sun

climate

front

air mass 

lightning

thunder

the weather conditions in a region over a length of time 

where two air masses meet 

a large body of air in the atmosphere 

an electrical charge moving through the air

a loud rumbling or crashing noise heard after a lightning flash 
due to the expansion of rapidly heated air

KEY
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polar maritime air mass

returning polar maritime 

from: Arctic

polar maritime air mass

arctic maritime air mass

tropical maritime air mass tropical continental air mass

from: Greenland / Arctic 
via North Atlantic
moist, mild and unstable 
air bringing cloud and 
rain showers

from: Greenland / Arctic sea 
wet cold air brings cold 
showery weather 

from: Central Europe 
hot air brings dry 
summers, cold air brings 
snow in winter

from: North Africa
hot dry air brings hot weather 
in summer

from: Atlantic
warm, moist air brings 
cloud, rain and mild weather

wet cold air brings 
cold snow in winter

warm front cold front thunder and lightning

direction of travel

direction of travel

direction of travel

direction of travel

direction of travel

direction of travel




