
 

Learned and  

This half term’s virtues are:  Friday 24.03.23 

Wise 

Newsletter 

Catholic Social Teaching Focus 
Stewardship of God’s Creation (links to World Wildlife Day 03.03) 

 
The earth and all life on it is God’s creation. We are called to take care of it because it is a holy gift from God and the only place 
we can live. When we make bad or thoughtless use of the world’s resources, many people suffer. When we make good choices 

about how we treat other living things (people, animals, plants) we help all living things to live as God intends. Making wise 
choices about the care of God’s creation is called good stewardship. 

 
Focus Hymns – ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’ and ‘From the Highest of Heights’ 

‘And a voice came out of the cloud, saying “this is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!”’  

          (Luke 9:35)  

 
 

The sunshine has brought more positive vibes to St John's this week. Thank you to all of our parents and carers who 
attended parents' evening on Wednesday. Your positive comments are always really valued by our incredibly hard-

working staff team. Working together in a strong home/ school partnership is the best way to ensure success for 
your child so we hope you have taken away some useful ideas to assist you at home. 

 

 

Next term, we have a series of parent workshops and initiatives planned, particularly focused to help you support 
your child to be a successful and confident reader. These workshops form part of our plans to ensure that St John's 

can confidently call itself a 'Reading School.' 

 

 
Next week, we have our Easter Bonnet Parade which will take place on the KS1 playground at around 9.10am on 

Thursday - all parents/ carers are welcome to attend. For Key Stage 2, we have our 'decorate an egg' competition. 
There will be a prize for the best bonnet and decorated egg in each year group so get creative! 

 

Today we said a sad but fond farewell to the Sisters of St Gilda's who 

have supported the parish and school of St. John the Baptist, for an 

incredible 53 years! They have been a constant and very reassuring 

presence for everyone in our community and they will be missed by 

us all. We wish them well as they begin new chapters in London and 

France but memories of their dedicated service will remain with us. 

We enjoyed a 'morning tea' today to express our thanks.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 has been busy with assessments this week, but they have still had time to enjoy their learning. 

The children have been exploring how to join materials together using staples, glue and pins ready to create their 
puppets in DT. They decided to use glue to join their puppets together, they just need to decorate them now.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Over the last ten weeks, we have been lucky to have 
Ashley from Aston Villa teach us defending and attack 
techniques, the children have loved these sessions. So 
a big thank you to Ashley and Aston Villa.  

In science, the children are 
continuing their learning on how 
to take care of our planet. They 
now know a lot about the 
different kinds of pollution and 
how we can take part in caring 
for the world we live in.  
 

Year 2  

This week Year 2 have been exploring volume and 

capacity in maths. In PE we have been honing our tennis 

skills and even managed to get outside now the 

temperature is increasing.  

In History, we have been learning about life in the Tudor 

times. We have been finding out about Henry VIII and 

understanding how some of his actions as King have impacted 

on religion and the Monarchy today.  

In Maths we linked Global Money 

Week with science, PSHE and Catholic 

Social Teaching. Looking after God's 

creations and learning how to save 

money through reusing and 

repurposing, saving money and saving 

our planet. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

For being Learned and Wise  

Ready to learn Award 

Congratulations, our most punctual classes this week were Year 4 

Attendance 

Our school strives for 100% attendance. This week the class with the highest attendance was  

Year 2 with 98.2%   Well done! 

Birthdays    
Happy Birthday this week to:  Ruby G, Harry E, Adeola A, Lilly M, Leo R, Adewusi A,  

              Tyler-James C and Olivia K 

Congratulations to  

Carter H 

 in Year  2 

Lilly M 

   in Year 3 

and Freya M 

        in Year 4 

We’re all really proud of you! 

Niamh W Nursery 

Dexter C Reception 

Jack L Year 1  

Anna K-D  Year 2 

Owen H Year 3 

Issac A Year 4 

 Antoni K Year 5 

Ren D Year 6  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year 2 are conducting an investigation to find out ‘What do healthy plants need to grow?’ 

We began with some healthy cress that we had grown ourselves from seeds. We observed the seeds germinate until they 

became seedlings and then grow to healthy cress plants. 



 

 

 

 

 

Our fabulous tweets continue! 

 Have a look at some of our most recent tweets!  

Please don’t forget to join our tweeting community by tweeting us @SJBsolihull  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

      

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary  

Thursday 30th March 2023 

Easter Bonnet Parade (EYFS & KS1)  

Decorate an egg competition (KS2) 

Friday 31st March 2023  

3.15pm - Break up for Easter Holiday  

Monday 17th April 2023 

8.55am - Children return to school 

Friday  26th May 2023 

3.15pm - Break up for May Half Term 

Tuesday 6th June 2023 

8.55am - Children return to school 

Saturday 10th June 2023 

10.00am - First Holy Communion 

 

 
Inset days 2022 - 2023 

 

Monday 5th June 2023 

 

March - For victims of abuse 
We pray for those who have suffered harm from members of the Church; 
may they find within the Church herself a concrete response to their pain 
and suffering.  

 

 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who participated in and contributed to our recent Sponsored Read.  

We raised an amazing £514.90! With the money raised from the sponsored read plus commission and 

the commission from the book fair on parent’s evening, Usborne books will contribute £421.60    

giving us a grand total of £936.50 to spend on books.  

A special thank you to Emily from Usborne books who helped organise the events and of course to all 

our families who supported us. It is very much appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

As the clocks finally go forward this weekend, my chosen theme, this week, is Spring and new beginnings.  

For our younger readers…  

 
‘The Listening Walk’ by Paul Showers  

 

 

This is the story of a little girl taking a walk around her local area, going slowly and paying careful attention to 
everything she can hear. This is a great book to accompany a spring nature walk  

 

For our older readers…  

‘The Secret Garden’ by Frances Hodgson Burnett  

 

 
Treat your child to this wonderful example of classic literature. The transformative power of nature is a central 
aspect of this story of Mary Lennox, sent to live at the remote Misselthwaite Manor after her parents die. It 
weaves together overcoming loneliness, making friends, a hidden key, a robin guide and of course the secret 
garden itself.  



 

I. Gallagher 

Mr I. Gallagher 

Headteacher 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

God of light and power, we give thanks to you for the gift of life. Help us to do what we can so all people throughout the world 

can enjoy this gift. 

In this Sunday’s gospel, we hear about an amazing thing that Jesus does when his friend Lazarus becomes sick and dies.  

Gospel: John 11:1-45  

The sisters sent Jesus a message: “Lord, your dear friend is ill.” When Jesus heard it, he said, “The final result of this illness will not be the 

death of Lazarus; this has happened in order to bring glory to God, and it will be the means by which the Son of God will receive glory.” 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when he received the news that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was for two more 

days. Then he said to the disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had been buried four days before. 

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “If you had been 

here, Lord, my brother would not have died! But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask him for.” 

“Your brother will rise to life,” Jesus told her. “I know,” she replied, “that he will rise to life on the last day.” 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me will live, even though they die; and all those who live and 

believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

“Yes, Lord!” she answered. “I do believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” 

Jesus saw her weeping, and he saw how the people who were with her were weeping also; his heart was touched, and he was deeply 

moved.  “Where have you buried him?” he asked them. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they answered. 

Jesus wept. “See how much he loved him!” the people said. 

But some of them said, “He gave sight to the blind man, didn't he? Could he not have kept Lazarus from dying?” 

Deeply moved once more, Jesus went to the tomb, which was a cave with a stone placed at the entrance. “Take the stone away!” Jesus 

ordered. 

Martha, the dead man's sister, answered, “There will be a bad smell, Lord. He has been buried four days!” 

Jesus said to her, “Didn't I tell you that you would see God's glory if you believed?” They took the stone away. Jesus looked up and said, “I 

thank you, Father, that you listen to me. I know that you always listen to me, but I say this for the sake of the people here, so that they will 

believe that you sent me.” After he had said this, he called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” He came out, his hands and feet 

wrapped in grave clothes, and with a cloth round his face. “Untie him,” Jesus told them, “and let him go.” 

Many of the people who had come to visit Mary saw what Jesus did, and they believed in him. 

 

God gives life to us all. God created us and wants every single one of us to live a happy life, with all the things that we need to 

grow and be the best people we can be. 

 Jesus came to show us how to live, how to treat others. This Lent we can look at our own lives and think about the changes 

that we can make so that everyone can live their lives to the full.  

 

Loving God, show us how to reach out with love and hope to others around the world, and to help them as they work to build a 

better life. Amen. 

Have a lovely weekend. 


