St. John the Baptist
Catholic Primary School

@ We will prepare the way by loving, living and learning with the Lord
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i “Here is the light you will reveal +o the nations” Luke 2: 22
GOD

This half term’s virtues are: Friday 20.01.23

Eloguent and Truthful

Catholic Social Teaching Focus
The Dignity of Work (linking with Fairtrade Fortnight 21.02-06.03)

Everyone’s work is of value. There are many kinds of work. In each job, workers deserve to be treated with respect;
work safely; work reasonable hours, and earn fair wages. They deserve this because they are made by God. Our work
gives us the means to live, but it is also a chance to use the talents God gives us. Our work is our way of cooperating
with God to help create a better world.

Focus Hymns — ‘Lord of the Dance’ and ‘You are my Brother’

Welcome Father Paul Smith

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new Parish Priest, Father Paul
Smith. As before, Father Paul will preside over the churches of Mother of God and
Guardian Angels and St John the Baptist.

As a school and parish community, I'm sure we'll all support him as he settles in. Father
Paul's first school Mass, at St John's, will take place on Friday 27 January, at 9.30am.

As ever, everyone is welcome to join us.

Happy & Productive Week!

It has been a cold but happy and productive week here at St John's. So many
children have visited my office (for good reasons) to show me their excellent work.

It's always a pleasure to see how proud they are of their efforts and to share a
coveted Headteacher's Award sticker!
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Dates for your Diary

Friday 17th February 2023
3.15pm - Break up for February Half Term
Tuesday 28th February 2023
8.55am - Children return to school
Friday 31st March 2023
3.15pm - Break up for Easter Holiday
Monday 17th April 2023
8.55am - Children return to school

Inset days 2022 - 2023
Monday 27th February 2023
Monday 5th June 2023

Sessions at
Auckland Hall,
Smiths Wood

For Ages 7-11
Art, crafts

and drama
A -

Using creativity and drama
to help wildlife
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_ “:h, We’re all really proud of you
] This week’s virtues awards were given to
Connor McS Nursery
Leo M Reception
Abbasyn H Year 1
Lilly-Mae M Year 2

Tia$ Year 3
Eloise M-S Year 4

Ryah McN Year 6

For being Eloquent and Truthful

Ready to learn Award

Congratulations, our most punctual classes this week were Reception, Year 1 and Year 6

Attendance

Our school strives for 100% attendance. This week the class with the highest attendance was

@ Year 1 with 98.5% Well done!

_Birthdays

- (‘g- « Happy birthday this week to: Kya C and Jaymee-Lee F
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ndcience Superstars

In science, Year 1 have been
researching the weather and
seasons.

They went to the library to look at
relevant information books, found
information on the internet and
are now starting to explore the
different ways to measure and
forecast the weather.

Well done Year 1, true Science
Superstars!

During the last 2 weeks the children in
Early Years have really enjoyed exploring
the story of ‘Goldilocks and the three
bears’. It all started with an unannounced
visit from Goldilocks who left our
classroom a little messy! As you can
imagine we were all extremely excited.

Throughout the week we have made and
tasted porridge, made new chairs for
baby bear, re-enacted the story and
retold the story using Makaton signs. We
have had a very busy week full of
excitement, new learning and fantastic
storytelling!

Our Pope's Prayer Intentions

‘; JANUARY - For educators
We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching fraternity rather

than competition and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all.
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Our fabulous tweets continue!
Have a look at some of our most recent tweets!
Please don’t forget to join our tweeting community by tweeting us @SJBsolihull

St John the Baptist @SJBsolihull - 17 Jul 2020

If your child wil be 3 before September we have space's available in our
Nursery for mornings only or all day (if you qualify for 30 hours). Please get
in touch if you'd like more information.
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3 Pope Francis €& @Pontifex - 15 Jan
t John the Baptist sets his disciples in Jesus's footsteps. He is not interested
in having a following for himself, but he bears witness and then takes a step
back, so that many would have the joy of meeting Jesus. #GospelOfTheDay
(Jn1:29-34)
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St John the Baptist @5JBsolihull - 18h

Year 6 are drawing and painting symbols of Christ that resonate most with
them #f D

St John the Baptist @SJBsolihull - 25m St John the Baptist @SJBsolihull - 11h

Y2 reflected on what we use water for after listening to the gospel Matthew X . 5 Year 4 explored the ‘Presentation of Jesus at the Temple’ in Godly Play.
3:13-17 the baptism of Jesus. They talked about ways they could help those - They looked at the word ‘Salvation’ and how Jesus was the salvation of the
in other countries that do not have easy access to water 7 4 world. #SJBRE durLadyandAllS1 @BCPP__ @BhamDES
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National Online Safety

At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many apps which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.natlonaloniinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.
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Mr G's Recommended Reads

This week as | reflect on the amazing children who make up St. John’s, my theme is based on
being extraordinary.

For our younger readers...

‘Incredible You’ by Rhys Brisenden and Nathan Reed
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This lovely picture books encourages the reader to think of all the amazing things that they can
do! It brings a breath of fresh air filled with positivity, zest and energy, encouraging children to
see themselves as dancers, musicians and more.

For our older readers...

‘How to be Extra-Ordinary’ by Rashni Sirdeshpande

From around the world and throughout history, discover unsung heroes - and some well-
known faces - brought to life with astonishing story-telling and illustration.

Meet an artist, scientist, medic, environmentalist, musician, activist, writer, politician, and

even aspy . .. above all, discover that there are MANY ways to be extraordinary and to make a
real difference in the world.
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

God of light, shine in our hearts so that we can bring joy and hope to other people, especially those who
are frightened, sick, lonely or hungry.

In this Sunday’s gospel, we reflect on what it means to ‘live in the light.’

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-17

When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he went away to Galilee. He did not stay in Nazareth, but went

to live in Capernaum, a town by Lake Galilee, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali. This was done to make what
the prophet Isaiah had said come true:

“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,

on the road to the sea, on the other side of the Jordan,
Galilee, land of the Gentiles!

The people who live in darkness will see a great light.
On those who live in the dark land of death

the light will shine.”

From that time Jesus began to preach his message: “Turn away from your sins, because the Kingdom of heaven is
near.”

This gospel talks about people who ‘live in the darkness.” One way of thinking about this is that when we
are sad or lonely, everything feels dark and gloomy. This is the dark. But then when someone does
something nice for us, everything seems brighter again. This is the light. This is the light that Jesus brings
into the world.

We can try to bring light back into everyone’s lives, by being kind and considerate. Small actions; even
just sharing a smile can make a huge difference and bring light into the lives of others.

What will you do this week to make the light of God’s love shine for someone, either here or in another
part of the world?

God of hope, share your light with all your children, as we try to help others who are in need. Amen.

Have a lovely weekend.
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