St. John the Baptist
Catholic Primary School

We will prepare the way by loving, living and learning with the Lord
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“Here is the light you will reveal +o the nations” Luke 22 22
D

This half term’s virtues are: Friday 13.01.23

ELoquewt and Tm‘chfu[,

Catholic Social Teaching Focus
The Dignity of Work (linking with Fairtrade Fortnight 21.02-06.03)

Everyone’s work is of value. There are many kinds of work. In each job, workers deserve to be treated with respect;
work safely; work reasonable hours, and earn fair wages. They deserve this because they are made by God. Our work
gives us the means to live, but it is also a chance to use the talents God gives us. Our work is our way of cooperating
with God to help create a better world.

Focus Hymns — ‘Lord of the Dance’ and ‘You are my Brother’

Goodbye and Good Luck
Father Michael

Sadly, today we say goodbye to our Parish Priest, Father Michael. He has been a constant a
reassuring presence in both our parish and our school for a number of years and we will all
really miss him. Father Michael is a lovely man and a dedicated priest. He has shown kindness,
flexibility and patience with us and we thank him for that. Father Michael has also served on our
Local Governing Body and has made time to attend every meeting; support inspections and
generally 'have our backs' when we've needed him.

We wish him happiness and good luck in his new parish in Uttoxeter.
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Class Activities - KS2

N

This week Year 3 used Godly play in
their R.E lesson to explain how the
Shepherds had felt for their journey to
Bethlehem. Good work!

In Year 4 the children have been learning about Martin
Luther King, listening to his famous ‘l have a dream’ speech.

We also have some Year 4
D.T superstars!

Take a look at some of
their marvellous makes!

This week Year 5 have been exploring
multiplication using lots of different
methods.

We have also had the opportunity to go
swimming for the first time this term and
we loved it!

Thank you to the children who
were involved in our whole
school mass. It is wonderful to
see you taking a leading role in
our masses.

Well done Year 5!

Well done to our Year 6 pupils for
completing 6 hours of training to qualify
as a 'Peer Listener'. The training was
provided by the Mental Health Support
Team and focused on the importance of
good communication, confidence,
wellbeing and emotional self-care.
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Year 6 Reading Curriculum

Please find two QR codes below. One QR code is for our English curriculum; one QR
code is for our Reading curriculum.

| would be extremely grateful if your child were to complete these electronic pupil
voice surveys over the weekend, where they will get the opportunity to share their
thoughts and experiences on our English and Reading curriculums.

Each pupil voice survey should take no more than 5 minutes to complete.

Your child will need to use their school email address and password to access the
surveys.

These QR codes can also be found on our website underneath the relevant
curriculum page.

Thank you for your continued support,
Mr Craggs

English at SJB Reading at SJB

Dates for your Diary

Friday 17th February 2023
3.15pm - Break up for February Half Term
Tuesday 28th February 2023
8.55am - Children return to school
Friday 31st March 2023
3.15pm - Break up for Easter Holiday
Monday 17th April 2023
8.55am - Children return to school
Inset days 2022 - 2023

Monday 27th February 2023
Monday 5th June 2023
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National Online Safety
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Attendance

- . Our school strives for 100% attendance. This week the class with the highest attendance was
? Year 2 and Year 5 with 96.4%. Well done!

_Birthdays

.(‘g- + Happy birthday this week to: Aidan H, Angel L, Kayley C, Tiana N-S
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Solihull

Parenting SOIihU” CO”CgC

Team i & University Centre
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Understanding Your Child
A Solihull Approach group for parents and carers

# Would you like to know more about your child’s development?
# Do you understand your child’s behaviour?

# Would you like the chance to meet other parents with children of a similar age?

\

4

/ The Understanding Your Child group

offers parents and carers the opportunity to learn
more about their parenting, how children develop
and begin to understand their behaviour.

Evaluation of previous groups has shown they
have helped to reduce parental anxiety, enhance
the parent/child relationship and improve their
child’s behaviour,

Issues explored include:
Having fun together
Development needs
Behaviour difficulties
Communication

¢ Parenting styles
\ Sleep

/-The group is led by two trained facilitators, whA

have a wide range of experience in working with
children and families.

Groups are held during each school term, running
for 2 hours, once a week, for 10 weeks and are
completely free of charge.

Funding for childcare may be available for children

\ requiring care whilst you attend the group. J

\

Solihull College
Woodlands Campus
WEDNESDAY
9.30am - 11.30am
18/1/23 -29/3/23
Excl. half term 22/2/23

4

UNDERSTANDING YOUR CHILD

7~

To book a place, or for further information about parenting groups in Solihull,
please contact the Parenting Team via email to bsmhft.parenting@nhs.net
or follow us on our Facebook page - Solihull Parenting Team
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i Sclence Superstars

EYFS have enjoyed learning all about Edward Jenner. The children learned about how he
helped people by studying small pox and discovered a vaccination to protect people
against the terrible disease. We looked at ways to protect ourselves from disease and
illness and conducted our own experiment to see how quickly germs travel. We used
glitter to represent the germs and we could see how quickly the germs spread
throughout our environment just by simple actions of holding hands and playing with
equipment. We used soap and water to wash our hands and the germs were quickly
eradicated. We saw with our own eyes the importance of washing our hands and
learned a song to make sure we wash our hands thoroughly for 20 seconds at least.

Reminder- Reception Admissions 2023

The closing date for Reception applications is Sunday 15th January.
Applications have to be made via the council website : https://www.solihull.gov.uk/admissions
If you live outside Solihull you must apply to your local council even if you want to include Solihull
schools on your application.

Our Pope's Prayer Intentions

'; JANUARY For educators
We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching fraternity rather
than competition and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all.
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Mr G's Recommended Reads

As we are forecast to see some of the white stuff next week, my book choices, this week, are linked to
the theme of snow.

For our younger readers...

‘Snow Ball’ by Sue Hendra and Paul Linnet

A lonely young snowball, stuck at the top of a mountain, decides to visit the local town for a bit of fun —
but on his way he trips, falls, and starts to roll . . . and when a snowball rolls through snow, we all know
what happens! This snowball picks up not only snow, but a myriad of other odd things on his way down
—a sheep, a line of washing, a bicycling bear, ending up in the Zoo.

For our older readers...

‘The Way Past Winter’ by Kiran Millwood Hargrave

Bastaating suie of

" Kiran Milveed Hargrave 2

When Mila's brother disappears, she believes he's been taken by the Bear, a hooded stranger of legend
who sought shelter at their home. Mila and her sisters follow his trail into the frozen north, determined
to find a way past winter and bring their brother home.
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

God of light, you sent the Spirit down upon your Son so that others might know who he was. Send your
Spirit on us, so that we might spread your message of love and peace to others

In this Sunday’s gospel, we hear how something special happened to Jesus after his baptism. The Holy
Spirit came down and rested on him.

Gospel: John 1:29-34

The next day John saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “There is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is
the one | was talking about when | said, ‘A man is coming after me, but he is greater than | am, because he existed before |
was born.” | did not know who he would be, but | came baptizing with water in order to make him known to the people of
Israel.”

And John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from heaven and stay on him. | still did not know that he
was the one, but God, who sent me to baptize with water, had said to me, ‘You will see the Spirit come down and stay on a
man; he is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” | have seen it,” said John, “and | tell you that he is the Son of God.”
John tells us how he saw the Holy Spirit come like a dove to rest on Jesus. Because of this John believed
that Jesus was the Son of God.

A dove is one way that the Holy Spirit shows itself, but most of the time the Spirit is invisible. We cannot
see it.

Another way to think about the Holy Spirit is the wind. You cannot see the wind, but you can see the
branches of the tree moving when the wind blows. Or you can see a windmill spinning round. The wind
can be very strong. The wind can also be very helpful.

Like the wind, the Holy Spirit is very strong and helps us. We receive the Holy Spirit when we are
baptised and the Spirit stays with us all through our lives, helping us to do things that are difficult.

Jesus asks us to love other people, to care for people who are sick and to bring good news to people who

are poor. This is not always easy, especially when people are in different countries to us. But when we do

these things, other people can see the Holy Spirit working through us, just as we can see the wind in the
trees.

The Holy Spirit can help us to be kind and generous and brave and to work together with others to make
the world a better place for all people. Can you think of ways that we can do this?

What could you do this week so that other people can see the Holy Spirit working through you?

Have a lovely weekend.
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