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“The word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among 

us”                      John 1:14 

Rights and Responsibilities (linking to Mary and Joseph having to travel to Bethlehem and being displaced and International 
Migrants day 18.12)  

All God’s people have the right to food, work, clothes, a home, school and medical care. These ‘rights’ are things that 
every person on earth needs in order to live a full life. But many people do not have them. Jesus wants people who 

enjoy these rights to help their sisters and brothers obtain their rights. It is not enough to feel badly for others. Jesus 
says it is our responsibility to see that everyone receives his or her rights. 

 
 Focus Hymns – ‘Were you there?’ and ‘When I Needed a Neighbour’ 

Yesterday some of our Year 6 children along with 

children from Guardian Angels joined together to 

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, with Bishop 

David Evans welcomed as Celebrant.  

It was a joyous and special occasion witnessed by 

family, friends and the community of St John’s and 

Guardian Angels.  

You are sealed with 

the Holy Spirit of 

Promise.  

God has set His seal 

upon you and no-one 

can undo that seal.  

Eph. 1:13b 
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Children Who Suffer 
We pray for children who are suffering, especially those who are homeless, 
orphans, and victims of war; may they be guaranteed access to education and 
the opportunity to experience family affection. 

EYFS have enjoyed lots of RE 
learning this week. We have 
learned all about Noah’s Ark, 
saying sorry and the Hail Mary 
prayer! The children have 
worked really hard making 
their own ark after all of the 
terrible rain this week but also 
we have tried to extend our 
knowledge of the Hail Mary 
prayer by Finding out the 
meaning of words such as 
‘sinners’ and ‘Hail’. RE is one of our 
favourite subjects and we are going forth 
this week by trying to be more like Jesus.  

Year 1's science unit this half term is 
Animals and their needs.  

They have been exploring and describing 
different animals, putting them into their 
scientific categories such as reptiles, birds 
and mammals.  

As well as, looking at what animals eat 
such as meat and plants. the children 
have been putting different animals into 
groups -  herbivores (eat plants), 
carnivores (eat other animals) and 
omnivores (eat both other animals and 
plants).   

Fantastic work Year 1. You are all science 
superstars. Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mr G’s Recommended Reads….  

This week my choices are inspired by the lighting of the first Advent candle, this Sunday.  

For our younger readers…  

‘Little Glow’ by Sonia Sohota and harry Woodgate 

 A rhyming celebration of hope, told through the eyes of an introverted lead 
character, observing the inspiring ways an inclusive community celebrates light 
through the year.  

  

 

 

For our older readers…  

‘The Promise and the Light’ by Katy Morgan  

 What if you were visited by an angel one night who told you that you were to 
give birth to the Son of God? How would you feel? What might you think? 

 
Written as a series of vivid and dramatic first-person accounts, The Promise and 
The Light tells the stories of Mary, Joseph and Zechariah as they experience the 
events of the first Christmas. Written in a lively and engaging style, this 
imaginative yet biblically faithful book will captivate children aged 8-12. 

 
Readers will be able to get inside the hearts and minds of some of the key players in the Christmas 
story and will appreciate the power and excitement of what happened and why it is so amazing for 
us today. 
 
With 25 chapters, readers may choose to read a chapter a day during Advent.  

What if you were visited by an angel one night who told you that you were to give birth to the Son 
of God? How would you feel? What might you think? 
 
Written as a series of vivid and dramatic first-person accounts, The Promise and The Light tells the 
stories of Mary, Joseph and Zechariah as they experience the events of the first Christmas. Written 
in a lively and engaging style, this imaginative yet biblically faithful book will captivate children aged 
8-12. 
 
Readers will be able to get inside the hearts and minds of some of the key players in the Christmas 
story and will appreciate the power and excitement of what happened and why it is so amazing for 
us today. 
 
With 25 chapters, readers may choose to read a chapter a day during Advent.  



 

 

 

 

Please see below dates for the remaining Christmas Fayre non-uniform days along with the 
relevant donation request.  

Friday 2nd December - donate chocolate  
Friday 9th December - donate cakes  



 

Dates for your Diary  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 2nd December  
All day - Non-uniform Day (donate chocolate for Christmas Fayre)  

Friday 9th December  
All day - Non-uniform Day (donate cakes for Christmas Fayre)  

3.15pm - Christmas Fayre   
Wednesday 14th December  

School Christmas Dinner  
Friday 16th December  

2.00pm - Break up for Christmas holiday  
Wednesday 4th January  

8.55am - Children return to school  
 

 Inset days 2022 - 2023 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Monday 27th February 2023 
Monday 5th June 2023 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Attendance 

Our school strives for 100% attendance. This week the class with the highest attendance was  

Year 4 with 95.3%. Well done! 

Ready to learn Award 

Congratulations, our most punctual classes this week were Reception, Year 2 and Year 6.  

Birthdays    

Happy birthday this week to: Ryan B, Dillon O’N and Roman-Ray F.  

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to  

Oniellia F  

 in  

Year 2 

and Marley P in  

Year 4 

We’re all really proud of you 
This week’s virtues awards were given to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For being Faith-Filled and Hopeful  

Louie M Nursery 

Ruairi T Reception 

Riley T Year 1  

Roman-Ray F Year 2 

Saffire M  Year 3 

Georgia H Year 4 

De’On M Year 5 

Ella A  Year 6  



 

Our fabulous tweets continue!!! Have a look at some of our most recent 
tweets! Please don’t forget to join our tweeting community by tweeting 
us @SJBsolihull 



 
I. Gallagher 

Mr I. Gallagher 
Headteacher 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend.  

First Sunday of Advent 

Loving God, you sent your Son Jesus into the world to show us how to live. Help us to be ready when he 

comes. Help us to make all visitors feel welcome and cared for. 

This weekend sees the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a special time when we get ready for the coming of 

Jesus. It is very exciting when we know that someone is coming to visit us. We make sure that we are ready 

when they come. Today we are going to think about what it means to be welcoming, and how we get ready 

to welcome Jesus. 

Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44 

Jesus said to his disciples: “The coming of the Son of Man will be like what happened in the time of Noah.  In the days 

before the flood people ate and drank, men and women married, up to the very day Noah went into the boat; yet they 

did not realize what was happening until the flood came and swept them all away. That is how it will be when the Son 

of Man comes.  At that time two men will be working in a field: one will be taken away, the other will be left behind.  

Two women will be at a mill grinding meal: one will be taken away, the other will be left behind. 

Watch out, then, because you do not know what day your Lord will come.  If the owner of a house knew the time when 

the thief would come, you can be sure that he would stay awake and not let the thief break into his house. So then, you 

also must always be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you are not expecting him.” 

The gospel story is telling us that we must be ready when Jesus comes again, but that we cannot be exactly 

sure when that will be, so we must try to be ready all the time. 

Jesus tells us we may be very surprised when he comes. Lots of surprises are very good. Sometimes people 

surprise us by coming to visit us at home when we are not expecting them. Or we might go to visit members 

of our family or our friends. 

How does it feel to go somewhere for the first time? What would you like others to do to make you feel 

welcome if you were going somewhere new? And how can we make other people feel welcome? How can 

we welcome them in our homes? In our school? In our church? 

Jesus asks to be ready when he comes again. How do you think we can get ready to welcome Jesus in our 

lives? 

 

 

 

 

 

Generous God, we give thanks for all those people who have visited us, or whom we have visited. Help us 

always to welcome the people we meet in life, no matter who they are or where they come from. Amen. 


