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“The word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among 

us”                      John 1:14 

Rights and Responsibilities (linking to Mary and Joseph having to travel to Bethlehem and being displaced and International 
Migrants day 18.12)  

All God’s people have the right to food, work, clothes, a home, school and medical care. These ‘rights’ are things that 
every person on earth needs in order to live a full life. But many people do not have them. Jesus wants people who 

enjoy these rights to help their sisters and brothers obtain their rights. It is not enough to feel badly for others. Jesus 
says it is our responsibility to see that everyone receives his or her rights. 

 
 Focus Hymns – ‘Were you there?’ and ‘When I Needed a Neighbour’ 

For All Souls’ Day, the 
children visited church to 
send prayers to heaven for 
lost loved ones.  

They wrote the names of 
their dearly departed on 
paper and watched them 
disappear whilst they said a 
prayer.  

It was very special and a 
lovely way for our children to 
remember their lost loved 
ones.  

 

Another busy week at St. John’s; the half term break 

seems like a distant memory. We attended Mass as a 

whole school on the Solemnity of All Saints and have 

reflected on the role models that the saints constantly 

provide for us, throughout the week. 

Next week, we have a special focus on Catholic Social 

Teaching as Sister Eleanor, from CAFOD will be leading a 

series of workshops in each class. We’ll have lots to share 

about that next Friday. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 
 
Children Who Suffer 
We pray for children who are suffering, especially those who are homeless, 
orphans, and victims of war; may they be guaranteed access to education 
and the opportunity to experience family affection. 

This week Year 5 have been learning about the life 
and work of Mary Anning a famous 
palaeontologist. Therefore, we decided to become 
fossil hunters!  

We collected some fossil sample and used our 
investigation skills to predict what creature we 
thought created them.  

This week EYFS have enjoyed 
learning about Diwali. They have 
listened to and retold the story of 
Rama and Sita, created their own 
Rangoli patterns and joined in with 
a Diwali dance. Staff 
even dressed up to 
support their learning.  

To end the week 
children enjoyed 
toasting 
marshmallows around 
the campfire  



 

 

 

This week, I’ve chosen the theme of Bonfire Night…  

For our younger readers…  

‘Bonfire Night’ by Eliza Berison  

  

Bonfire Night is a story about a family celebrating the joy of Bonfire Night together. In a 
world where families are often split apart by many miles, this story shows how families can 
share times together from very far away. Because a family is a family after all.  

For our older readers…  

‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’ by Philip Pullman  

  

 Lila wants to be a Firework-Maker! But firework-making is not just about being able to make 
Crackle-Dragons and Golden Sneezes. There is also one special secret: every Firework-Maker 
must make a perilous journey to face the terrifying Fire-Fiend! 

Not knowing that she needs special protection to survive the Fire-Fiend's flames, Lila sets off 
alone. Her friends, Chulak and Hamlet - the King's white elephant - race after her. But can 
they possibly reach her in time?  



 

Children will have the chance to enjoy a delicious 
Christmas dinner on Wednesday 14th December, on 
offer will be a traditional turkey dinner or a vegetarian 
option along with desert. The price of a school meal is 
£2.30 for children in Year 3 to 6, and £2.15 for 
children in nursery. Please note, there will not be a 
cost if your child is free school meal entitled.  

 

 

 

 

 

School photographs will take place on Wednesday 23rd November, Parents/Carers wishing to have 
family photographs will need to arrive at school for 8.40am please.  

 

 

The response to our Harvest donation was absolutely amazing 
and we would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all who donated.  

Some of the food has already been taken to SIFA, as pictured 
they have also sent their appreciation. The remaining food was 
donated earlier today to Kingfisher who of course were equally 
appreciative.  

Your donations will make a huge difference to the people who 
access these services and again, we thank you for your 
generosity.  

We are extremely pleased to announce that we will be holding our Christmas Fayre this year on 
Friday 9th December. Our Christmas Fayre has always been a fantastic opportunity for the St John’s 

Community to come together to celebrate Christmas.  

We look forward to seeing you there!  



 

Dates for your Diary  

    

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 23rd November  
8.40am - School Photographs 

Thursday 24th November  
6.30pm - Year 6 Confirmation  

Friday 9th December  
3.15pm - Christmas Fayre   

Wednesday 14th December  
School Christmas Dinner  
Friday 16th December  

3.15pm - Break up for Christmas holiday  
Wednesday 4th January  

8.55am - Children return to school  

Inset days 2022 - 2023 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Monday 27th February 2023 
Monday 5th June 2023 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Attendance 

Our school strives for 100% attendance. This week the class with the highest attendance was  

Year 1 with 100%. Well done! 

Ready to learn Award 

Congratulations, our most punctual classes this week were Reception, Year 2, Year 4 &     

Year 6.  

Birthdays    

Happy birthday this week to: Liam O’K, Dolly-Mae W, Brooke F, Owen H, Kayden C 

and Erik K-D.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

I. Gallagher 

Mr I. Gallagher 
Headteacher 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend.  

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

God of heaven and earth, your Kingdom has room for us all. May we see each other through your eyes. 

In this Sunday’s gospel, we hear how a group of religious leaders try to catch Jesus out but he shows them and 
us a different way of thinking. 

Gospel: Luke 20:27-38 

Then some Sadducees, who say that people will not rise from death, came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, Moses wrote this law 

for us: ‘If a man dies and leaves a wife but no children, that man's brother must marry the widow so that they can have 

children who will be considered the dead man's children.’ Once there were seven brothers; the eldest got married and died 

without having children. Then the second one married the woman, and then the third. The same thing happened to all seven—

they died without having children. Last of all, the woman died. Now, on the day when the dead rise to life, whose wife will she 

be? All seven of them had married her.” 

 

Jesus answered them, “The men and women of this age marry, but the men and women who are worthy to rise from death 

and live in the age to come will not then marry. They will be like angels and cannot die. They are the children of God, because 

they have risen from death. And Moses clearly proves that the dead are raised to life. In the passage about the burning bush 

he speaks of the Lord as ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ He is the God of the living, not of the 

dead, for to him all are alive.” 

 

In today's story, we hear how the Sadducees asked Jesus a question. The Sadducees were a group of religious 

leaders who were from rich families, and they did not believe in resurrection - that people would be raised 

from the dead to be with God in heaven after they had died. 

The religious leaders asked Jesus a question to trap him, to catch him out. They asked him about who a 

woman would be married to in heaven, if she had been married seven times in her life. But Jesus says that in 

heaven everything is different from on earth. 

He is showing us that our rules only go so far and that his Kingdom is bigger than this world. If we believe in 

Jesus we see things differently, we see people differently and we act differently. Because we believe that all 

people are special and loved by God. 

This week can you make sure you treat everyone fairly and with respect, whether they are a boy or a girl, no 

matter what colour they are or where they come from? If we all treat each other fairly and as we would like to 

be treated, perhaps we can start to reflect a little bit of God’s Kingdom here on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

God of heaven and earth, in this life and the next you are with us. Thank you for protecting us and guiding us 

as we journey towards you. Amen. 


