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“I am the handmaid of the Lord, let it be done to me as you have said”           

Luke 1:38  

I'd like to take the opportunity to wish you all a very happy and holy Easter. It is a shame that we're 
unable to mark the solemn events of Holy Week together but our children have had a wealth of 
opportunities to reflect upon the sacrifice that Jesus made for us in order for us to gain eternal life. 

Yesterday, each class was led through the Stations of the Cross by our outstanding Liturgy Leaders. The 
children listened with reverence and took time to think about how Jesus was treated and how he must 
have felt, knowing he was about to accept the will of his Father. 

Pairs of children in each year group have also prepared their own, very moving prayer services 
throughout the week. It was so lovely to see how they chose to share the Easter story with their friends. 

I wish you a restful holiday and look forward to welcoming you back in two weeks time. 

As you'll be aware, we chose to conclude our 
Lenten charity activities by returning our focus on 
the suffering of the people in Ukraine. We always 
have grand plans and ambitious ideas at St John's 
but forming a whole school rainbow, to represent 
the colour of the flag of Ukraine, has been one of 
our biggest (and most challenging!) The weather 
was certainly against us as the wind blew strongly 
and rain threatened. However, we just about 
managed to achieve our goal. A huge thank you to 
Coach Steve, who came in specially to help us and 
risked his drone being blown away or from 
suffering a crash landing, due to the winds. Thank you also for sending your child into school wearing the 
correct colours. 

Our final result isn't perfect but it does what it was intended to do and sends a powerful, whole school 
community message of love and support to all those effected by this terrible war. Through our Lenten 
fundraising we have raised £523.19! which we will be donating to the Ukraine cause. We would like to 
thank our St John’s community for their amazing generosity.  



 

 

 

 EYFS have learned all about Holy Week this 
week in preparation for Easter. We 
understand the difficult days Jesus faced 
before his death and reflected on this sad 
time.  

We learned about Jesus' arrival into 
Jerusalem after he spent 40 days in the 
desert, the Last Supper and the words Jesus 
said at this special meal with his friends and 
how he washed their feet.  

We also visited the Stations of the Cross and 
role played our own version of this sad 
journey Jesus took. After reflection we are 
more aware of the true meaning of Easter 
and the joy Jesus' resurrection brought to the 
world! 

 

 

 Happy 60th Birthday Mrs Worth!  

Love from us all.  

Year 1 Easter 
Bonnet winner 
(Ellis. S)  

Well done Year 
1, your Easter 
bonnets all 
looked 
amazing!   



 

Dates for your Diary  

    

 

 

 

Monday 25th April  

8.55am - Children return to school  

Monday 2nd May 2022 

All day - May Day Bank Holiday (school closed)  

Friday 27th May  

2.00pm - Break up for May half term  

Tuesday 7th June 2022 

8.55am - Children return to school 

Saturday 11th June 2022 

11.00am - Holy Communion at St John’s Church 

Wednesday 29th June 2022 

7.00pm - Confirmation at Mother of God & Guardian Angels Church 

Inset Day  

Monday 6th June 2022 

All day - Inset Day  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 7 of our Lent family activities.  

April: Health Care Workers 
We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and the elderly, 
especially in the poorest countries; may they be adequately supported by 
governments and local communities.  

Year 1 has been 
drawing animals and 
labelling them with 
scientific vocabulary.  

They have also been 
looking at how to look 
after pets.  They 
created a leaflet to 
help people to 
understand what pets 
need. If anyone is 
thinking of buying a 
pet, come to Year 1, 
they are pet care 
superstars!    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For our younger readers... 

For our older readers... 

This week both books offer an alternative way of sharing the Easter story as a family during the 
holidays. 

The Easter story told in an eye catching and interesting lift the flap 
book.  

'The Easter Story' by Brian Wildsmith 

The story of Easter is told through the eyes of the donkey that carried 
Jesus into Jerusalem  

This week’s excellent work 

comes from Mason in Year 6.  



 

 

 

 

 

Well done to everyone who took part in the ‘Big Walk and 

Wheels’ challenge.   

Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel is the UK’s largest inter‑school walking, 

wheeling, scooting and cycling challenge that inspires pupils to be amazing 

and take active journeys to school. 

St John the Baptist came 410th out of 643 small primary 

schools throughout the UK.  

Class winners within St John the Baptist: 

1st – Year 1 with 194 journeys. 

2nd – Reception with 154 journeys. 

3rd – Year 4 with 153 journeys. 

We would all like to wish Miss Jackson and husband to be Josh a very 
happy wedding day and lifetime of happiness together as they 
celebrate their wedding during the Easter holidays.  

In assembly today, we gave Miss Jackson a little bit of a practice run! 
She looked lovely in her special veil and as we shared some gifts, the 
children sang for her. Have a wonderful time Miss Jackson! 

 

 

Congratulations to Saffire M who is the first to receive her Red Ted. This is 
because she has achieved eight stamps in her reading diary.  

I look forward to finding homes for many more Red Teds next term. 



 

Attendance 

Our school strives for 100% attendance. This week the class with the highest attendance was 

Year  1 with 95.2% Well done! 

Ready to learn Award 

Congratulations, our most punctual class this week was Nursery. 

Birthdays    

Happy birthday this week to: Scarlett H, Lexia-Rae H, Laceymae S and Hydie P.  

We would also like to wish happy birthday to those children who celebrate their          

birthday during the Easter holiday: Kane S, Isla E, Halina B, Lexi S, Jenson-Jay N,          

Toby B, Rhianah B, Olly K and Ruby M.  

There were so many exceptional entries to both competitions but Mrs Dixon and myself had the 
very difficult task of choosing a winner from each class. We looked for creative and thoughtful 
ideas, of which there were many. However the winners were: 

Benjamin H - Nursery 

Willow T - Reception 

Ellis - Year 1 

Owen - Year 2 

Tiani S - Year 3 

Olly K - Year 4 

Ren D - Year 5 

Mason-Jay N - Year 6 

Well done to everyone who entered! 

I don't know whether to be concerned or flattered that I 
featured twice as a decorated egg. I can't imagine why that 
would be? 

 



 

Our fabulous tweets continue!!! Have a look at some of our most recent 
tweets! Please don’t forget to join our tweeting community by tweeting 
us @SJBsolihull 



 

I. Gallagher 

Mr I. Gallagher 
Headteacher 

Have a wonderful Easter break.  

Palm Sunday 
Eternal God, may we always welcome Jesus into our hearts with joy. Help us to see Christ in all people and to make them 

feel welcome. We make this prayer to you through Christ our Lord. 

 

This Sunday is called Palm Sunday, when we remember the time when Jesus entered Jerusalem. 

 

Gospel: Luke 19:28-40 

 

After Jesus said this, he went on ahead of them to Jerusalem. As he came near Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, 

he sent two disciples ahead with these instructions: “Go to the village there ahead of you; as you go in, you will find a colt tied 

up that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If someone asks you why you are untying it, tell him that the Mas-

ter needs it.” 

 

They went on their way and found everything just as Jesus had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners said to 
them, “Why are you untying it?” 
 
“The Master needs it,” they answered, and they took the colt to Jesus. Then they threw their cloaks over the animal and helped 
Jesus get on. As he rode on, people spread their cloaks on the road. 
When he came near Jerusalem, at the place where the road went down the Mount of Olives, the large crowd of his disciples 
began to thank God and praise him in loud voices for all the great things that they had seen: “God bless the king who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory to God!” 
Then some of the Pharisees in the crowd spoke to Jesus. “Teacher,” they said, “command your disciples to be quiet!” 
Jesus answered, “I tell you that if they keep quiet, the stones themselves will start shouting.” 
Sunday is a special day, the start of Holy Week, when we hear two readings from Saint Luke’s Gospel. The second one is called 

the Passion and tells the story of how Jesus was arrested, tried, crucified, died and was buried. 

In the reading above we heard how Jesus sent the disciples off to borrow a donkey, and to say that, “The Master needs it”, if 

they were asked where they were taking it.  

Then Jesus entered into Jerusalem on this donkey, while the people shouted their praises to God. What a welcome this must 

have been. 

Jesus is in all of us, so every time we meet someone and welcome them, we are welcoming Jesus. We are asked by God to 

treat all people as we would like to be treated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

So, during Holy Week think about how you can make all the people you spend time with at home and elsewhere feel 

welcome 

Christ Jesus, open our hearts so we may sing your praise. Help us to welcome you into our lives, and to see you in all our 

brothers and sisters throughout the world. Amen. 


