St. John the Baptist

Catholic Primary School

We will prepare the way by loving, living and
learning with the Lord

Friday 9th October 2026

This week has provided a meaningful opportunity for our school community to reflect upon the life
and legacy of St Francis of Assisi. All classes have engaged in carefully designed activities that
celebrate his recent feast day, allowing our pupils to connect with his remarkable witness and

spiritual significance.

The timing of these celebrations is particularly poignant, as we find ourselves within the Year of St
Francis, a designation established by Pope Francis to mark the 800th anniversary of the saint's
death. Whilst eight centuries have passed since his passing, the fundamental principles that guided
St Francis remain profoundly relevant to our contemporary world. His unwavering commitment to
peace, compassion, and stewardship of creation speak directly to the challenges we face today.
In an era characterised by division and conflict, St Francis's message of reconciliation and peaceful
resolution offers invaluable guidance. Furthermore, his deep reverence for the natural world and
his call to care for our planet resonate with increasing urgency as we confront environmental
challenges. His teachings remind us that we share a collective responsibility to protect and nurture
the Earth for future generations.

Through our celebrations this week, we have sought to instil within our pupils an appreciation of
these enduring values. By studying St Francis, we encourage them to consider how his example
might inform their own actions and choices as they grow and develop.
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Reflection

Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time \

In this Sunday’s gospel, Jesus tells us another parable to try and explain what the kingdom of
heaven is like.

The king’s son is getting married. He invites lots of people to the party, but when the day
comes and the king sends out his servants to fetch the peaple they do not come. He tries

again, but the people just aren’t interested in coming.

The king sends out his servants to stand in the middle of the street and invite everyone they
can find to the wedding. So they do, and the wedding hall is filled with guests. They all take
part in the big feast.

The king in Jesus’ story represents God and the wedding is the kingdom of heaven. We are
all invited by God to enter into the kingdom of heaven. It is a place where everyone is

welcome. But we have to be ready to go.
We can listen to God's word and try to follow what God asks us to do in our lives.

By answering God's invitation and being kind and generous, welcoming and fair, by loving
our neighbour, we can help to reflect God's kingdom here on earth. We will help other
people to see that we care for everyone, no matter who they are or where they come from,

k and the world will become a better, fairer place for all people to live. /
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Teaching Prayer Intention
October - For
Family and Community mental health
Cﬂm_pﬂSSmtE The person is not only sacred ministry
but is a social being in
ﬂﬂf relationship with other people. Let us pray that
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Feast of St. Francis

Early Years

- b L Early years chose something
Quiz Cards - b in God’s world they would
look after just like St Francis.

Year 2 children worked collaboratively in
groups, asking one another questions to
help recall and reinforce the key events
in St Francis’ life. They demonstrated
excellent teamwork and communication
skills while sharing their knowledge and
showed a growing understanding of St
Francis’ love for God’s creation and his
example of kindness, humility, and care
for others.



Feast of St. Francis

Canticle of Creation

Thank you for my friends that love me and care for
me.

Praise be to you, my Lord for the stars that shine upon
us.

Thank you for the bees that make healthy honey from
pollen.

Thank you for my family that make sure I'm safe.

Praise be to you, my Lord for the trees where we hear
the birds sing.

Thank you for the animals we can admire from a
distance.

Praise be to you, my Lord for fish that swim elegantly.

Thank you, Lord, for the land that we walk on.

Praise be to you, my Lord for brother Moon and sister
sun.

By Frederika

In the style of St Francis’ Canticle, Year 3 wrote their own
Canticles of Creation.



Feast of St. Francis

Year 4 have been celebrating St. Francis this
week. We listened to the story of St. Francis’ life
and spent time reflecting on how his actions
served others. We created chirches to represent
him rebuilding the church in his villiage and
made pictures showing the different elements
of nature he cared for.



Feast of St Francis

) Year Five wrote some
beautiful prayers to St

bea Y@@ Ybe g . Francis.
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Year Six worked together to make a
giant collage of the image of St
Francis of Assisi. His halo is
surrounded by many drawing of the
animals that live on our beautiful
Earth.



Years 3 & 4

C Year 3 )
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Year 3 have been

looking at differnt
materials that can be
recycled to help limit
wasting the Earth’s
resources.

- This week Year 4 have been working hard! After creating
some instructions on how to plant seeds we used our gifts
from ‘The Secret Gardener’ to put them to the test.
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Star of the Week

Our Star of the Week for Early Years and Key Stage One is

Ellie- Rose T

.

Our Star of the Week for Key Stage Two is llayda A- F

/

Emerald B For having a kind
heart

Mathaniel O For having a kind
heart

Evie- May L For having a kind
heart

Dexter C For having a thirst
for knowledge

lvan W For having a kind
heart

Anna K-D For being a Christ

centred pilgrim of

Gracie- Leigh A Maura M
Jasper B Noah W
Luca M Jax R

Mia D Yaseer A-5




Birthdays

'i AvaD - Year5

We wish you a very happy birthday from everyone at St.
John’s!

N /
" Readytolearn )/ Attendance N\

Our most punctual classes, this week, who The class with the highest attendance

Lennon K - Year 3

were in everyday, on time and ready to this week is...
learn are...

Years 6,4 R & N Year 6
99.1%

well
-Done: || )
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Park and Stride

St John the Baptist

Primary School ¥

5 Minute Walk Radius

Key Little steps, big difference

Proposed
walking route

St John the Baptist
Primary School

Roads

5 minute

walk radius

[F] Parking

We are promoting the carpark at the Sports and Social club on Mull Croft as alternative parking
away from school and are displaying railing banners showing the location of the alternative
parking and suggested routes. Leaflets have been handed out to parents/ carers this week and
more are available in school if needed. Thank you to those who have already shared that they
are supporting this initiative as away of improving safety for our children.




Christmas Card Competition

CHRISTMAS ARTWORK COMPETITION 2026
(Divine Mercy Partnership)

Divine Mercy Partnarship of churchea: 31, Anna's, St. John the Baptiat's and 3t.
Anthomy's invites all respective primary school children from year 4, 5 and & to an
artwork cormpalition whane thers are 2 saparate prizes 1o ba wonl

Divine Marcy Partnarship Christmas Card Competition (Opan to children from
Divine Merey Partnership Schoals)

This winner will have their amsork printed as the front cover of our 2026 fundraiser
Christmas Card! These will be printed and sold through our pioty stalls.

The winner will g0 home with a fantastie art kit worth E50!

Cluster Christmas Services Card Competition (Open to Children from all sehools in
the cluster)

This winner will have their artwork printed as the front cover of the joint Christmas
Services card for our local cluster of churches (St Annes [Chelmaley Wood), St
Anthony's (Kingshurst), 5t lohn the Baptist {(Smith's Wood), Mother of God and Guardian
Angols (Shard End), Our Lody's [Kitt's Greon), Sacred Hoart [Coleshill), This card will
inform people of all the Mass times, and additional sctivities such as Christmas Carol
sarvcas that will be happaning across the panshas in tha cluster during Adwsnt and
Christmastide. 5000 of these will be printed and distributed scross all the parishes and
schools in our cluster.

The winmer will 2o home with a fantastlc art kit worth £50!

Critaria for teachers

* Al artwork must apan, as much os posaible, o full A4 shest of paper, in order that
it can be reproduced onto an AS cerd, full bleed

*  Theimage must be of & religious nature, such as the Natiity scens.

*  First name and initial of surname need to go on the back of the artwork. But do
not put class namas nor school names on the back of the artwork, o as to
praserve some level of anonymity during the judging.

& The judging panel will be formed of the Christmaes Bazar leadership team, who

will not know which sahool the entry has come from.

Y
v

*  Woowill comtact the sohool when the winner has been chosen.

*  The first name and initial of surname of tha winners will be ennounced on the
Divine Marcy Partnership newslotter and may be |n|:lu:’u—d=|in other cluster
newsletters.

Please encourngs the children to use bold colours a0 that the image will appear cloarly
when reproduced to print. Colouring pencils generally produce very feint lines and do
not reproduce as wall. The clearar, the battar.

MNote: Submissions from schools within the Divine Mercy Partnership will automatically
ke entered into both competitions, meaning there is an opportunity Lo win two prizes. it
also maans that thesa schools may receive com munigation from both the parish
direatly, and the aluster parishes load, The other schools within the clustar will only

have the opporunity tWwin one prize.

SUBMISSIONS

All antrigs must be recensd at St Anne's RC Church by Friday 307 October 2026. Please
address your envelopeas with the entries to:

Mission & Formation Coordinator, St Anne’s RC Church, 281 Bosworth Drive,
Chalmslay Wood, B37 SDR

Pleasoe anclose a cover shaot with the following information:

*  Mame ol the school
*  Mama of each child who has made a submission
*  Class they arein

#*  Whoin the school to contact if one of the children on the list wing,

The coardinater of the campatition ia the Mission and Farmation Coordinator of the
Dvine Mercy Partnership who can answer schools” guastions on:

mil.dnanamercyparins rahip e o, org.uk

‘We hope you dacida to take part and look forward to the entries|




Breaktime Snacks

Please ensure that, if you choose to send your child with a
morning breaktime snack, it is healthy, and inline with our
Healthy Eating Policy.

We have seen a large increase in children bringing packets
of crisps and chocolate bars for their snack.

This is not permitted.

Morning snacks should ideally be fresh fruit, or dried fruit
or fruit based bars. Any children with crisps or chocolate
will be asked to return the item to their bag to take home.

Please be reminded that we offer bagels and free fresh
fruit to our children, each day, so there are always
alternatives.

Another problem which has resulted in the increase in
unhealthy snacks, is an increase in litter on our school site.
Where possible, we ask that snack choices avoid items that

are contained in plastic bags or wrappers.

Thank you for your support in this matter.
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Lunch Menu

STiv. U { J@ H a m E o
FESTIVAL L 4 Ei

WEEK 1
Spring/Summer 2026

SEESTAIEE  ONDAY - - THURSDAY DAY

5 Sk Roast Chicken, C Fish Fingers
utter Chicken i
Stuffing, Roast Chilli Con Carne with or
Macaroni Cheese [ Curry with Rice { Pot:tn-es . Rice i Salmon Fingers
and Gravy - and Chips

& H N == —
. - Cauliflower & Broccoli L » r -
MEAT-HEE BBQ Veggie Wrap ] Vegetable ] Cheese Bake, i h;?ﬁitﬁl; BRpi:.: [} Chees:ii‘l;umam
MM}][ with Rice Curry with Rice _. Roast Potatoes . il b
K - .g ‘” and Gr. = g with Chips
~ Sk b e e e b b s, e O b a7 A AL b Wi b e i 43 e e b e, B e b

i,

MINBOM
ALt

b
'I
%‘ Broceoli Sweetcorn Carrots and Peas Mixed Greens Baked Beans and Peas
|

— I
BI G Beans, Beans, Beans, Beans, Beans,
TOPFING Cheeseor | Cheeseor || Cheeseor || Cheeseor B Cheeseor |§
' Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo Tuna Mayo
b __|

—
E[EE ERT ) Maple Daty  |j Chocolate H Carrot Cake | B g!mmlate L Vanilla b
b IROLLET ) Cookie Concrete Cake W and Custard innaman Shortbread .-

Cake ®
: &2 PASTA Tomeo s

\Tﬂlﬂl R, 0T DATA TOPIED T
HOMEMADE TOMATD SALCE

& CHEFSE 'Q’

‘What impact has your meal
had on planet Earth today?

DMLY SALAD BOWEL, FRESALY BAKED
BREAR, YOGAUETS AN CUT FLUTT
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NURSERY PLAGES

AVAILABLE

WHERE LEARNING COMES TO LIFE!

* We offer a high quality education for all children.

* We provide a nurturing, safe and vibrant learning environment.

* Our children feel loved, safe and happy.

e We provide fun, hands-on learning indoors and outdoors.

* We provide rich, meaningful first hand experiences in which
children are encouraged to be curious, creative and active
learners.

We have a newly developed outdoor provision. Please arrange to
come and have a look at our amazing provision.

Scan the QR code to see

our wonderful provision. 15 & 30
HOUR PLACES

AVAILABLE FOR

For more details or to arrange a visit contact the school 3 & 4 YEAR
office on 0121 770 1892 or email office@sjb.solihull.sch.uk OLDS




Online Safety

10 Top Tips for Parents and Educators

HELPING NEURODIVERGENT CHILDREN
NAVIGATE THE ONLINE WORLD

Neurodivergent people tend to be early adopters of technology, and many influential innovaters in this space are neurodivergent themselves.
It's therefore likely that a neurcdivergent child or young person may be drawn to the online world from an early age. This isn't a concern in
itself, but understanding both the benefits and potential risks is essential. Here are ten key considerations to support safe and positive online
experiences for neuredivergent children,

y TREAT ONLINE LIKE g5 20
THE REAL WORLD :

You wouldn't allow a child to cross o read without
guldance = you'd hold their hand, use o pedestrian
eressing, and model sale behavisur. In the same way,
a neuredivergant child's first experiences enling
should be supported by an odult who con guide and
explain sale and responsible digital behavieur to
them from the cutset,

—

> MODEL RESPONSIBLE
USE

Childran leam from what they see. Show all children,
regardless of neuratype, what responsible internaet
use looks like. Reflect on your own use of social media
and Al. Consider how often you use them and your
own understanding of these platforms. Talk openly
about when and why you use these teols, helping all
children develop a balanced and informed approach,

B )
3 KNOW YOUR LIMITS ;~°{

Current government guidance suggests no sole
screen use below the age of two, with a maximum

of ene hour per day for two- to five-year-olds. Screen
time can support communication and connection
whien shared with an adult, However, passive
watching can affect neurodivergent children’s
attention and language skills. Focus on the type of
content they watch, encouraging slower-paced and
meaning ful moterial rather than fast-poced,
overstimulating content.

CONSIDER AGES
AND STAGES

For older children and teenagers, agreed limits

are impertant. Screen time can be baneficial,

but it should form part of a balanced lifestyle.
Neurcodivergent children may find enline
cemmunication easier than real-world conversation,
supporting their social interaction. However, it
shouldn't be their enly eption. Encourage a range of
activities, Including craative play, physical exercize,
and apportunities for real-warld connections.

a1
KEEP CONVERSATIONS _ &)
OPEN

4

5 e

Dizcussions about online salety should begin early
and centinue as children grow. However,
nouradivargent children may worry about gatting
things wrong or belng misunderstood, meaning these
kinds of conversations should feel open and fair,
rathaer than like a lecturs, If o child encountars a
problem = such as a scom or inoppropriate content =
they need to leel able to speak toa trusted adult
without fear of judgement or embarrassmaent.

[ ol \ m
Meet Qur Expert

>

Catrina Lawri is a neuredivergant farmer SENCO and Advisory Teachar who {
works with nurseries, schools, colleges, and businesses 1o improve inclusion

for neurodivergent people. She is the Founder and Director of Neuroteachers %
and the authar of “The Other 28 - How Supporting Your Neuradivergent

Learner Can Improve Teaching and Learning for the Whole Class™.

e full rafere ’

X @wake_up_weds
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6 BUILD YOUR KNOWLEDGE

You aren't expected to be an expert, but It's
important to stay informed about the platforms,
gamaes, or apps neurodivergent children use in
order to provide practical support. Sochal media
platforms have age limits, and many apps and
gamaes offer parental settings that can control
access. Schools and families should work tegether
to understand these tools, helping neursdivergant
children use them safely while keeping up to date
with new features and changes.

-

T SET CLEAR BOUNDARIES

Children and young people often know mone |
abaut current technology than adults, meaning é'
it's important to recognise that controls may be
bypassed. Clear, predictable boundaries should be
used, based on trust and consistancy. Invelving
children in discussions that affect them helps tham
feal haard. This iz particularly impartant for
nauredivergent children, wha may respond strongly
to parceived unfoimess

-

g UNDERSTAND Al [#Real
CONTENT % Fake

Tha intarnat now includaes large amounts of
Al-genarated contant, including images, videos, and
stories. These can be difficult to identily. Children
should be encouraged to quasticn whot they see and
check the information using trusted sources.

! Heurodivergent children may interpret content
literally, meaning adult guidance is impartant in
helping them recognise what's real and reliable =
and what i=n't.

EXPLAIN Al
LIMITATIONS

Alizn't the some as @ search engine. It generates
responses bosed on prompts and patterns, and its
accuracy depends on how it's used. Sometimes, it
produces incorrect or unrealistic information, knewn
as 'hallucinations’. Both adults and children need to
undaerstand this and learn how to check information
carefully using reliable and trusted sources,

2

10 CLARIFY Al
RELATIONSHIPS

Al can feel conversational and personal, but it's

not capable of real relationships. it learns from
pattems in user input rathar than human
understonding. Some neurodivergent children may
experience a sense of connection with Al chatbots,
particularty if thay find sociol situations challenging.
It's therafore impaortant to explaln that these are
simulated conversations and aren’t a substitute for
reeal, human relationships.

—
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Term Dates

2026 - 2027

Autumn Term

Term begins: Tuesday 1% September
Half term: 26™ - 30" October
Term ends: Friday 18" December

Spring Term
Term begins: Monday 4™ January
Half term: 15" - 19" February
Term ends: Thursday 25" March

Summer Term
Term begins: Monday 12" April
Half term: 31° May - 4" June
Term ends: Wednesday 21* July

Inset Days 2026/ 2027

Tuesday 1st September
Wednesday 2™ September
Monday 2™ November
Monday 18th January
Friday 12" February
Monday 21% June



Diary Dates

Wednesday 21* October - Parent/ carer consultation evening




