
Friday 1st May 2026

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Primary School

We will prepare the way by loving, living and
learning with the Lord

As we enter May, our school community joins the wider Catholic tradition in dedicating this
month to Mary, Our Mother. This period holds particular significance within our faith calendar,
representing a season of spring, renewal, and new life—a time that symbolises Mary's role in

bringing Jesus into the world.
Throughout May, we engage in meaningful acts of devotion that deepen our spiritual connection

and understanding. These include praying the rosary, establishing May altars within our
classrooms and spaces, and participating in a traditional May procession. These practises provide
our pupils with opportunities to express their faith and develop a greater appreciation for Mary's

importance within our Catholic heritage.
I was delighted to see Year One begin these celebrations today, with the children welcoming

parents and carers into school to mark both Mary and the commencement of this special month.
The enthusiasm and joy demonstrated by our youngest pupils, alongside the engagement of their

families, shows the celebratory spirit that characterises our school community. Such occasions
remind us of the value of shared spiritual experiences and the importance of involving families in

the life of our school.
As we progress through May, I encourage all members of our community to participate in these

devotional practises and to reflect upon the themes of renewal and hope that this month
represents.



The Dignity Of Work
The dignity of work has been

a key principle of Catholic
social teaching from the very

beginning. Catholic Social
Teaching believes that work
is dignified, special and very

important. Therefore,
workers must always be

respected – this includes fair
wages and fair working

conditions. Jesus himself
was a worker. He became

“like us in all things, devoted
most of the years of his life
on earth to manual work at

the carpenter’s bench.”

Our Virtues Catholic Social
Teaching

Our Pope’s
Prayer Intention

Reflection

Grateful
and

Generous



Celebrating  Learning
Year

We are thrilled to share that St John’s has achieved the National Nurturing
Schools Award, from the charity Nurture UK. This shows that we have a whole

school nurturing approach which focuses on improving pupil engagment,
attendance and wellbeing by fostering social and emotional skills.

The application and assessment process was extremely rigorous and my
thanks go to Mrs Drust and Mrs Blundell, in particular, who have worked
incredibly hard to ensure our school processes met the high standards

expected of this award.
Thank you also to our whole school staff, the group of parents/ carers and to

our wonderful children who also helped us to achieve this very important
award.

Well Done!
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May the Month of Mary celebrations
in year 1

5

Year 1

Today we celebrated May the month of
Mary with some of our families.

They created flowers, pictures and prayers
for Mary’s altar in Year 1.

We ended the session with singing and
signing the Hail May prayer.



Awards

Star of the Week

Virtues Star Readers

Our Star of the Week for Early Years and Key Stage One is
 Theo B

Our Star of the Week for Key Stage Two is Anna K- D



Amla C  Year 3
Tommy K  Year 5

Isla-Mae M  Year 4
Lilly-Mae M  Year 5
Kingsley C  Year 4

Nursery
Year 2 &
Nursery
98.5%

Celebrations

Birthdays

Ready to Learn Attendance

We wish you a very happy birthday from everyone at St.
John’s!

Our most punctual classes, this week, who
were in everyday, on time and ready to

learn are...

The class with the highest attendance
this week is...



Please ensure that, if you choose to send your child with a
morning breaktime snack, it is healthy, and inline with our

Healthy Eating Policy.
We have seen a large increase in children bringing packets

of crisps and chocolate bars for their snack.
This is not permitted.

Morning snacks should ideally be fresh fruit, or dried fruit
or fruit based bars. Any children with crisps or chocolate

will be asked to return the item to their bag to take home.

Please be reminded that we offer bagels and free fresh
fruit to our children, each day, so there are always

alternatives.

Another problem which has resulted in the increase in
unhealthy snacks, is an increase in litter on our school site.
Where possible, we ask that snack choices avoid items that

are contained in plastic bags or wrappers.

Thank you for your support in this matter.

Breaktime Snacks
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    Parent Carer Support



Lunch Menu



Celebrating  Learning
Year

    Principles of Nurture

Our school is proud to be working in partnership with Nurture UK to embed
the Six Principles of Nurture across our whole community. Through this
collaboration, we are strengthening our commitment to creating a safe,
supportive, and inclusive environment where every child feels valued,
understood, and ready to learn. By implementing these principles in our daily
practice, we aim to promote emotional wellbeing, positive relationships, and
a nurturing culture that enables all pupils to thrive both academically and
personally.



Online Safety



Attendance 



Diary Dates

Term Dates

 
Summer Term 2026

 
Term Starts: Monday 13th April 2026

(May Day: Monday 4th May 2026)
 Half Term Holiday: Monday 25th May 2026 to Friday 29th May 2026

 Term Ends: Monday 20nd July 2026
End of Year Holiday Starts Tuesday 21st July 2026

 
Inset Days

 
Monday 1st Sept
Friday 24th Oct

Monday 19th Jan
Monday 23rd Feb 
Monday 15th June
Monday 20th July

 
 



Family Support



Family Support



Family Support
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    Parent Carer Support
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