
Friday 6  March 2026th

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Primary School

We will prepare the way by loving, living and
learning with the Lord

As we progress through March, we must focus upon Pope Leo's prayer
intention for this month, which calls us to join together in prayer for

disarmament and peace throughout the world. We find ourselves living
through troubling times, and it is therefore essential that we pause to reflect
on our collective responsibility. We pray that God's hope for us all—to love
one another without judgement—transcends the current global situation,

where hatred and discrimination appear to dominate. This prayer serves as a
powerful reminder of the values we seek to instil within our school

community.
On a more positive note, this week has been a celebration of reading in all its
forms. We have thoroughly enjoyed a fantastic World Book Day celebration,

which was enhanced considerably by the visit of a real author who generously
shared her latest book with our pupils. Such experiences are invaluable in

fostering a genuine enthusiasm for literature and learning.
However, I would encourage you to recognise that this week's events are
merely a snapshot of something far more significant. The importance of
encouraging daily reading at home cannot be overstated. Strong readers

possess the power to achieve anything in the future, and it is through
consistent engagement with books that we nurture this potential. I would

therefore urge all families to prioritise reading as part of your daily routines.
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Year 1

Year 2 enjoyed protesting in
English this week. After reading
our new whole class text ‘The

Water Protectors’, The children
used a variety of sentences to

include on their signposts, they
passionately protested to save
animals from polluted rivers!  

The children also
enjoyed learning about

Shrove Tuesday and
enjoyed sharing some
pancakes together! 

This half term, our science unit is
‘Taking care of the Earth’.

This week we have been researching 
the different types of pollution and
what we can do to help reduce it.

In Year 1, we discussed Shove Tuesday and Ash
Wednesday. We then recorded what our 

Lenten promises are and decorated 
Lenten hands for our display.
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World Book Day

Linked to World Book day we decided to focus on one of our favourite authors Julia Donaldson
across the whole week. We have listened to lots of her stories and taken part in lots of

different activities linked to her books. 

Author of the week:
Julia Donaldson

We listened to ‘The snail and the whale’
and created our own snail pictures.

We made our own stick men! 

 We listened to ‘The
smartest giant in town’
We drew around his

shoe and our own shoe
and measured them.

For World Book Day we
dressed as a word. We used
our phonic knowledge to try
and read each others words. 

 We have loved
reading our

favourite Julia
Donaldson books.
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World Book Day

We had some fantastic dress-ups linked to a word, from
sparkle to investigator for World Book Day.  

A big thank you to Luna’s and Theo’s Mum’s for reading stories
to year 1, the children loved it!

We also had the pleasure of year 5 sharing and enjoying books
with us. 

We enjoyed taking part in
an illustration workshop
with a real life author!

Illustrator Emily Birch showed us
how to create characters using
art resources. We all worked in

teams and made some amazingly
unique characters!

We enjoyed joining in with the
Big Dreams, Little People

webinar and collaboratively
sang the anthem song with lot’s

of other schools.

We loved dressing
up as a word!

Author and
illustrator

workshops also
took place with

Year Three
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Year Four
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Year Five

World Book Day

Year 4 enjoyed getting into
character this world book day!

Year 5 enjoyed reading to
their Year 1 buddies this

week! 

Year Six had great fun dressing up, influenced by words such as
sleepy, scary and incognito. We also took part in a virtual event which

took us backstage of the production of Harry Potter and the Cursed
Child. Various members of production and the main actors described

their exciting roles and shared how being an accomplished reader
helps them to be successful.  



Proposed SEND Reforms



SEND cont...



Awards

Star of the Week

Virtues Star Readers

Our Star of the Week for Early Years and Key Stage One is
 Leon W

Our Star of the Week for Key Stage Two is Faateh A



Antonia U  Year 6
Aderinsola A  Nursery

Jaiden B  Year 1
Marcus O  Year 6

Year 1 Year 1
99.1%

Celebrations

Birthdays

Ready to Learn Attendance

We wish you a very happy birthday from everyone at St.
John’s!

Our most punctual class, this week, who
were in everyday, on time and ready to

learn is...

The class with the highest attendance
this week is...



Please ensure that, if you choose to send your child with a
morning breaktime snack, it is healthy, and inline with our

Healthy Eating Policy.
We have seen a large increase in children bringing packets

of crisps and chocolate bars for their snack.
This is not permitted.

Morning snacks should ideally be fresh fruit, or dried fruit
or fruit based bars. Any children with crisps or chocolate

will be asked to return the item to their bag to take home.

Please be reminded that we offer bagels and free fresh
fruit to our children, each day, so there are always

alternatives.

Another problem which has resulted in the increase in
unhealthy snacks, is an increase in litter on our school site.
Where possible, we ask that snack choices avoid items that

are contained in plastic bags or wrappers.

Thank you for your support in this matter.

Breaktime Snacks
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Parent Carer Support



Lunch Menu



Attendance 
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Online Safety
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Diary Dates

Thursday 5  March - 9.15am- Mass led by Year 4th

Tuesday 10  March -1.30pm Sensory Walls Workshopth

Thursday 12  March- 9.15am- Mass led by Year 3th

Sunday 15  March - 9.00am FHC induction Mass and meetingth

Wednesday 18  March 9.15am - Parent Carer Engagementth

Wednesday 18  March - Parent/ Carer evening th

Thursday 19  March - 9.15am- Mass led by Year 2th

Wednesday 25  March - Easter Bonnet Parade/ Decorate an eggth

Thursday 26  March - 9.15am - Mass led by Year 1th



Diary Dates

Term Dates

Spring Term 2026
 

Half Term Holiday: Monday 16th February 2026 to Friday 20th February 2026
 Term Ends: Friday 27nd March 2026

End of Term Holiday: Monday 30th March 2026 to Friday 10th April 2026
 

Summer Term 2026
 

Term Starts: Monday 13th April 2026
(May Day: Monday 4th May 2026)

 Half Term Holiday: Monday 25th May 2026 to Friday 29th May 2026
 Term Ends: Monday 20nd July 2026

End of Year Holiday Starts Tuesday 21st July 2026
 

Inset Days
 

Monday 1st Sept
Friday 24th Oct

Monday 19th Jan
Monday 23rd Feb 
Monday 15th June
Monday 20th July
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Family Support



FREE

SESSIONS

kam@resourcesforautism.org.uk
Please email Kam for these sessions
as it is limited spaces on a first come

first serve basis.

FREESESSIONS

 Face-to-Face Autistic Adult Mental Health Sessions in Solihull
Autistic adults wanted to join our 12-week mental health and well-
being sessions, starting Thursday, 18th September 2025 in Solihull.

 These sessions are designedtoprovide a safe, supportive,andstructured
space to focus on positive mental health and well-being.

Solihull
At

Solihull Methodist
Church, 
SolihullB91 1LGtime

13.30 - 15.30

Schedule 
12 sessions every Thursday staring 18th September 
Two week break on 20th & 27th November
Resumes 4th December – 18th December
Eligibility:
You are 18 years or older with a diagnosis or on pathway

You feel comfortable engaging in a group of 15 participants. This is a safe
space to develop your confidence and self care. We encourage you to
commit to all 12 sessions.

Limited Spaces Available – Only 15 Places!
Don’t miss this opportunity to take part in a supportive group.



FREE

SESSIONS

kam@resourcesforautism.org.uk
Please email Kam for these sessions
as it is limited spaces on a first come

first serve basis.

FREESESSIONS

 Face-to-Face Autistic Adult Mental Health Sessions in Solihull
Autistic adults wanted to join our 12-week mental health and well-
being sessions, starting Thursday, 18th September 2025 in Solihull.

 These sessions are designedtoprovide a safe, supportive,andstructured
space to focus on positive mental health and well-being.

Solihull
At

Solihull Methodist
Church, 
SolihullB91 1LGtime

13.30 - 15.30

Schedule 
12 sessions every Thursday staring 18th September 
Two week break on 20th & 27th November
Resumes 4th December – 18th December
Eligibility:
You are 18 years or older with a diagnosis or on pathway

You feel comfortable engaging in a group of 15 participants. This is a safe
space to develop your confidence and self care. We encourage you to
commit to all 12 sessions.

Limited Spaces Available – Only 15 Places!
Don’t miss this opportunity to take part in a supportive group.







 

Timetable 
January 2026 

Monday Tuesday 
Morning 

Wednesday 

37 Burtons Way, Smith's Wood, Solihull, B36 0UG 

WhereveryouliveinSolihull,we’reheretosupportyou 
Family Hubs are local centres where children, young people, andfamiliescan accesssupportandtakepartinfunactivities!Ourfriendlystaff and service providers work in partnership with you and your
community to access the information and support you need. Some services offerdrop-insessions,whilstothersrequirebookedappointments. The Hubs are a safe space for you and your loved ones. 

Thursday Friday 
Women’s community
drop-in – 09:00-13:00
5 and 19 January
Providing emotional
and practical support.
Marvellous Makers –
10:00-12:00
Stay and play session
suitable from birth
onwards. Come and
join us for arts and crafts
activities, use of the
sensory room, and lots
of play. No booking
required, just drop-in.
Siblings welcome. 

Health visitor clinic –
09:30-12:00
Booked appointments
for parents and their
babies, and children
with the health visiting
team. Book by speaking
to Hub staff or your
health visitor. 

Solihull CommunityHousing – 09:30-11:30
Information and advice on housing issues.
No appointment required, just drop-in. 

Solihull College family learning – 09:30-11:30 
Term time only 
A five-week course explaining and helping 
you to understand the grammar your child is 
learning in their English lessons. Suitable for 
anyone with a child in Y1 – Y6. Grandparents 
and other carers welcome! FREE for Solihull 
residents. For more information, visit 
www.solihull.ac.uk/community-education or 
email katrina.griffin-jones@solihull.ac.uk. 
Super SEN – 09:30-12:00 
20 January 
Drop-in session for parents to seek advice 
and support for children or themselves as 
adults with ADHD and/or Autism. 

Baby massage – 10:15-11:00 
Join us for some bonding time with your 
baby. To book, Email 
Michelle.meryon@ordinarymagic.co.uk 
or speak to Hub staff. 

SolihullCollege digitalskills–
09:00-11:00
Term time only
Free 10-week course with a
friendly tutor to learn new
computer skills. Suitable for
beginners. To book, speak to
Family Hub staff.
Uplift Initiative wellness walk –
10:00-12:00
7 & 21 January
Join us for a gentle walk,
good conversation and a
cosy cuppa afterwards (&
cake!) Meet at the Family
Hub for 10am.
Email or call Tammy on
Theuplift.org@gmail.com
07303 137292
Anxiety management support
group for adults – 11:00-13:00
Weekly anxiety support group
open for age 18 and above.
Delivered by Reimagine Me
CIC. For more information,
email or call Michelle on
info@reimaginemecic.org or
0755 389 9373. 

Citizens Advice Solihull drop-in – 09:30-12:30
8 & 22 January
Citizens Advice provide free, practical advice. 

Solihull SENDIAS – 09:30-11:30 
22 January 
If you have a child with Special Educational Needs (SEN) and 
would like free and impartial information and advice, SENDIAS 
can advise about statutory SEN processes relating to support in 
schools, Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), and much 
more. 

Solihull Lifestyle Service – 11:00-13:00 
15 & 29 January 
Drop-in to get advice and discuss your lifestyle needs, including 
free height, weight, BMI, blood pressure, and atrial fibrillation 
readings. 

Baby massage – 11:15-12:15 
Join us for some bonding time with your baby. To book, Email 
Michelle.meryon@ordinarymagic.co.uk 
or speak to Hub staff. 
Musical explorers’ early years session – 11:30-12:00 
FREE, fun, drop-in music sessions followed by a relaxed stay and 
play. Suitable for ages 0-5. Delivered by Solihull Music. Siblings 
welcome. 

North Solihull Additional
Needs Support Group –
09:30-11:30
9 & 23 January
For children with
additional needs and
their parents or carers. To
book, email
northsolihulladditionalnee
dsgroup@outlook.com.
For more information, visit
www.solihullsendsupportgr
oup.co.uk. 

Health visitor clinic – 
09:30-12:00 
Booked appointments for 
parents and their babies, 
and children with the 
health visiting team. Book 
by speaking to Hub staff 
or your health visitor. 

 

Timetable 
January 2026 

What else can
the Family
Hubs offer? 

Wellbeing and
advice 

Monday Tuesday 
Aftern oon

Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Boys Autismgroup–16:00-18:00
Term time only
Run by Ordinary Magic for boys
with Autism. To book or find out
more, email 

michelle@ordinarymagic.co.uk. 

Here2Help
Family Hubs can help with food,
toiletries, fuel, money, staying well,
and keeping safe. To find out more,
visit www.solihull.gov.uk/here2help. 

Help and support 
Speak to our friendly staff 

EPAS attendancesupportdrop-in –
11:30-13:30
The Education Participation Advisory
Service (EPAS) offer advice, support
and guidance about school
attendance. No appointment
required, please pop in to see the
team. 

Family support drop-in – 13:00-16:00
Confidential advice and support to
help you make positive changes.
Includes a range of advice and
guidance about difficult relationships
at home, parenting, behaviour
management, routines, boundaries,
child development, bed wetting, sleep
problems, school issues, and more. 

Health visiting
To speak to a health visitor,
text Chat Health on 0750 733
2563 between 09:00-16:00,
Monday-Friday. 

Stay and play area 
Toys, books, and soft play 

Little Brum Youth Theatre Group
17:30- 18:30
Big Brum Theatre-in-Education is
starting a Youth Theatre – ‘Little
Brum’ - for the young people of North
Solihull. We have recently visited
schools in North Solihull, exploring
with them the story of ‘The Little Red
Cap’, and they were amazing,
creative and imaginative. This is why
we are starting our ‘Little Brum’ and
hope your child will wish to be part of
it. Any local Year 6 child is welcome
to come along. We will be engaging
our imaginations, exploring stories
and making theatre together. 
Running weekly at Elmwood Family 
Hub. 
Please contact 
katie@bigbrum.org.uk to sign up or 
for further information. 

Women’s Aid
If you or someone you know
needs support, call Women’s
Aid at 0808 800 0028. Available
seven days a week, 09:15-17:15. 

Sensory room 
To book, call 0121 779 6943 

Stay and play – 12:30-14:00
Every other week – 8 & 22 January
There will be a trained parent practitioner at the
sessions to offer support and guidance if
requested. No booking required, just drop-in.
Suitable for ages 0-5. Come and join the fun! 

The Mum Hub – 13:00-15:00 
A warm, supportive space for mums to connect, 
share, and feel heard. Whether you’re 
expecting or have a little one aged 0–24 
months, The Mum Hub is here for YOU! Each 
week brings a new theme designed to support 
you through the ups and downs of motherhood, 
from expert tips to friendly chats over a cuppa’. 
Babies are absolutely welcome too! For more 
information, email 
naomi@positivebirthingandbeyond.org.uk. 

Solihull Music Service – 16:00-18:00 
After school guitar sessions at Elmwood Family 
Hub! Register your interest here: 
https://www.solihullmusic.org/our-family-offer 
West Midlands Police – Beat Surgery – 15:00 -
16:00 
8 January 
Pop in to see your local neighbourhood officers 
for any help, advice or for local issues. 

Mental health support
The Birmingham and Solihull Mental Health
NHS Foundation Trust provide guidance
and reassurance to people of all ages.
Call 0800 915 9292 or 0121 262 3555. 

Computers and private work pods 
Internet and phone access 

Community wardrobe
Free clothing 

Midwives
Please call your midwife
using the phone number in
your red book. 

Solihull College sensory play –
12:30-14:30
New ideas for activities to
engage your children with an
understanding of how to
support your child's learning
through sensory activities and
play. FREE for Solihull residents.
To book, email
jess.orton@solihull.ac.uk or
speak to Hub staff. 
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