St. John the Baptist

Catholic Primary School

We will prepare the way by loving, living and
learning with the Lord

Friday 6th February 2026

In this Sunday's gospel, Jesus challenges us with a message about illuminating the world
around us through our actions and character. At 5t. John the Baptist Catholic Primary
School, we witness this divine calling embodied daily in through our children.

Our children consistently demonstrate an extraordinary capacity to be beacons of hope,
compassion, and integrity within our school community. Through their kindness, curiosity,
and genuine engagement with learning, they truly exemplify what it means to "shine a light"
in our increasingly complex world. Each interaction, each moment of learning, represents an
opportunity for our young people to reflect the values of understanding, respect, and
spiritual growth.

The gospel's invitation to be a transformative presence reflects the fact that we strive to
nurture not just academic knowledge, but also the spiritual and moral dimensions of our
pupils' development. By encouraging them to approach challenges with empathy, courage,
and resilience, we help them understand their potential to make meaningful contributions
to society.

As we continue our educational journey together, we remain committed to supporting our
pupils in becoming authentic, compassionate individuals who can positively impact the
world around them.
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Reflection
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

\

In this Sunday’s gospel, lesus tells us that we are like light to the world.

We are asked to do good things — to help others and live as God wants us to. In this way, we
zan let our light shine in people’s sight. When they see our good works, they will praise God.

Through the things that we do, other people will know how good God is.

God loves everybody, no matter where in the world they are from, whether they are rich or

poor. God asks us to do the same because we are all members of the same global family.

If we love other people and do what we can to help them, then other people will see how

great God's love is. We will be like the light that shines and is not covered up, so that

everyone can see.
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/Catholic Social\
Teaching

Rights and Responsibilities

Catholic tradition teaches that
human dignity can be protected
and a healthy community can be
achieved only if human rights are

protected, and responsibilities
are met. Therefore, every person

has a fundamental right to
life and a right to those things
required for human decency.
Corresponding to these rights are
duties and responsibilities — to
one another, to our families, and

to the larger society.
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/" Our Pope’s I
Prayer Intention

Pope Leo's prayer
intention for
February 2026

For children with
incurable diseases
Let us pray that
children suffering
from incurable
diseases and their
families receive the
necessary medical
care and support,
never losing
strength and hope.
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12th February

Chinese Chicken Rice
with Sweetcom & Peas
or
Chinese Veggie Rice
with Sweetcom & Peas

&

Chinese Five
Spice Cupcakes

Topped Pasta, Filled Jacket Potatoes &
Sandwiches are also available
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Star of the Week

Our Star of the Week for Early Years and Key Stage One is
Aderinsola A

4

Our Star of the Week for Key Stage Two is Arlo B

Nursery Alvin K-T

Reception Advait N Ellie- Rose T Leon W

Year 1 Year 1 Pearl D Evie- Rose W
Year 2 Haris A Achiever E OscarH

Year 3 Vincentia A Hallie K Jed T

Year 4 Shay M- W Jasper B Marley Rae R
Year 5 Lillie- Mae B Crimson I-0

Year b Michael N




Birthdays

Jasper B - Year 3
Caiden B -Year4
Alvin K-T - Nursery
Frederika S - Year 2

We wish you a very happy birthday from everyone at St.
John’s!
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Attendance

St. Johnthe B t
Catholic rF.‘ri|11.|r',':EE:ﬂ & C SAWS

Important Information &bout School Absence

Help us ta avoid unauthorised ahsence, which can lead to future legal action.

Reporting dbsence
Parents must report absences by 9.00am an the first day.
You must contact and leave a message via the school office

= Call: 0121 770 1892
= OPFTION 1 —TO LEAVE & RMESSAGE

Do not send messages on Class Dojo. The schaal office will not see thess messages.
Ongoing Absencoe

If your child is absent for mare than 2 days, please keep in regular contact with the schaal
Parents must respand to text messages from schaal or CRAWS.

Unauthorised Absence

If no message is received and the school has tried to contact you, the absence may be
marked a5 unauthorised.

Medical Appointments

Please share medical evidence for appaintments o we can recaord the shsence using a

migdical poda,

We hope your child is happy and settled at schaol.

Please let us know if you need our support — we are hers to help.



World Book Day

¥ WORLD BOOK DAY & THURSDAY 5TH MARCH

To celebrate world bock day on Thursday 5th March,
children are invited to dress up as a word.

This could be a favorite word, a descriptive word, a
topic word or a fun/interesting word of their choice.

Please keep costumes simple and comfortable fora
normal school day.

We're looking forward to a fun day celebrating
language and reading!




Family Support

\ Solihull Parent
Carer Voice

Partnership For Inclusion Of Neurodiversty In
Schools

St John the Baptist Primary
School

SENSORY REGULATION

This workshop is open to all parents
and carers of children with SEN.
Helping your child manage their
sensory environment can support their
wellbeing, emotional regulation, and
ability to engage in daily activities. By
understanding your child’s sensory
needs, you can help them feel more
settled and confident, both at home

and in the wider community. "E::%EE%%E? "
11/2/2026 (@  9.15am

PARTNERSHIP FOR




Family Support

Children’s tips and advice

Follow our tips and advice to stay safe on the road.

To stay safe on the road you should:

= Always use the Green Cross Code STOP, LOOK, LISTENI
= Always hold an adult's hand when you are near the road

= \Wear a seat belt when travelling in the car and use the right child or booster seat
« Nhake sure you are properly trained to ride your bike on the road

» Always wear a cycle helmet and bright reflective clothes when on your bike
« Be bright and be seen whenever you are near a road

« Put away your headphones or mobile phone when crossing the road
= Always walk on the pavement or footpath where there is one
« Know and understand the school crossing signs

Learning the Green Cross Code

It's never too early to start teaching children the Green Cross Code, encouraging children to stop, look, listen and think with you before crossing the road. It can
be a fun activity to teach children while you're on the school run or a walk 1o the park. And your goed habits crossing the road can soon become theirs.

But remember they still need your help. Younger children find it difficult to judge the speed and distance of traffic — so they don't know when it's safe to cross the
road. And, they wor't always remember road safety rules, especially if they're distracted or 5pot a friend across the road.

Think

Find the safest place 1o
cross. Where possible use
a pedestrian crossing.

Aveid crossing between
parked cars, at bends in
the raad or close to the top
of the hill to make sure
drivers can see you,

Stop!

Stand on the pavement

near the kerb and make

sure you can clearly see
the traffic.

Don't get too close to the
traffic and give yourself

lots of time to look around.

Look and
listen

Leok in every direction and
be sure to listen carafully
for things you can't yet see.

Sometimes you can hear
dangers befare you can

see them.

Wait

Wait until it's safe 1o cross.
If traffic is coming, let it
pass. If you're not sure,

don't cross.

Only cross when there is a
zafe gap and plenty of time
to cross. Remember, traffic
may seem far away but it
may be moving quickly.

Look and
listen again

When it is safe, walk
straight across the road.
Don't run. Keep looking and
listening.

Look out for bicycles,
scooters and motorcyclists
travelling between lanes of

traffic and do not cross
diagonally.



What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

Online Safety
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Diary Dates

Wednesday 11" February- PINS Parent/ Carer session - 9.15am
Thursday 12" February - 9.15am- Mass led by Year 6
Thursday 26™ February - 9.15am- Mass led by Year 5

Thursday 5™ March - World Book Day
Thursday 5" March - 9.15am- Mass led by Year 4
Thursday 12" March- 9.15am- Mass led by Year 3
Thursday 19" March - 9.15am- Mass led by Year 2

Thursday 26" March - 9.15am - Mass led by Year 1




Term Dates

Spring Term 2026

Half Term Holiday: Monday 16th February 2026 to Friday 20th February 2026
Term Ends: Friday 27nd March 2026
End of Term Holiday: Monday 30th March 2026 to Friday 10th April 2026

Summer Term 2026

Term Starts: Monday 13th April 2026
(May Day: Monday 4th May 2026)
Half Term Holiday: Monday 25th May 2026 to Friday 29th May 2026
Term Ends: Monday 20nd July 2026
End of Year Holiday Starts Tuesday 21st July 2026

Inset Days

Monday 1st Sept
Friday 24th Oct
Monday 19th Jan
Monday 23rd Feb
Monday 15th June
Monday 20th July




Family Support

Solihull %\r
Family Hubs “Sollval

Solihull
amily Hubs

Solihuli
VY 2} Family Hubs

. A Family Hub is a place where children,
f young people and families can go for
services, advice and to meet other
families. Raising a family, being a parent
or carer, or navigating life as a young
person can be a challenge so staff in the hubs can put you in touch
with different services in the area.

Scan here for more information on the

Family Hubs website or visit:

3

www.solihull.gov.uk/family ~hubs

The Solihull Family Hubs app is available
to download from the Apple Store and
T N Google Play Store. It includes information

on sessions at each of our hubs, online
resources and much more. Take a look today!
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Family Support

Family Helpline

Early Help support for families
and professionals in Solihull

0121 788 4327

Live from 3 March 2025

Available Monday-Thursday 09:00-14:30,
Friday 09:00-16:00

Our dedicated team of duty workers support
with topics such as:

* Parenting and family guidance
* School attendance and support in

coordinating Early Help assessments
and plans

* Signposting to local services such
as Solihull Family Hubs

* Child behavioural issues and social development
* Health and emotional wellbeing

¢ Referrals to Family Support Workers

For safeguarding concerns, such as if a child is at

risk of being harmed, call the Solihull Multi-Agency
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0121 788 4300
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