St. John the Baptist

Catholic Primary School

We will prepare the way by loving, living and
learning with the Lord

Friday 19th™ September 2025

| am delighted to share some significant developments in pupil leadership this week. Following a
rigorous interview process, we have appointed our Head Boy and Head Girl for the academic year. |
extend my warmest congratulations to Owen H and Amelia N, who | am confident will serve as
exemplary ambassadors for our school.

In addition to these prestigious roles, we have also successfully appointed our House Captains and
Sports Captains, further strengthening our pupil leadership framework.

A particularly noteworthy achievement this week was the GIFT chaplaincy training undertaken by a
select group of Year 5 pupils. These pupils were chosen through a comprehensive application and
interview process and received expert training from Sister Judith Rucci. This role represents a
substantial commitment and an extraordinary opportunity for our pupils to develop leadership skills
through a spirit of service.

We are excited to witness the positive impact our new chaplaincy team will have across our school
and parish in the coming months. These experiences relate with the biblical passage from John 10:10:
"I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full." This quote emphasises that Jesus's
purpose is to give people an abundant, thriving life—not just mere existence—characterised by
spiritual wholeness, a connection with God, and a deeply satisfying experience. This is also our hope
for every child at St. John’s, and through developing and expanding pupil leadership opportunities,
we aim to bring this hope alive.
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Reflection

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time \

In this Sunday’s gospel, the manager’s job was to look after a rich man's property and
maoney.

The rich man was cross with him because he was not careful with his money. He spent too

much of it. And so, the rich man told the manager he could no longer have a job.

There are many rich penpha in the world and there are even more penp|e who have very
little money. Do you think it is fair that some of us are rich and have lots of nice things, and

some of us are poor and do not have all the things we need to live a safe and healthy life?

Another ward that is sometimes used instead of manager is steward. We are all stewards of
this world, but also of each other. We are called by God to look after both each other and
the earth, wisely and fairly.

In this gospel, lesus says that if we can't be trusted in small things, we won't be trusted with

bigger things. He says that we can’t serve both God and money in our lives. God must come

first. Then other people. Then money and the things that we own last. He also says that we
should be generous with the money that we do have and use it to look after others,

How will you make sure that you put God and ather people before your possessions in the
K coming week? What will you do to show that you serve God in your life? /
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Teaching Prayer Intention

Family and Community For our relationship
with all of creation
In September, let us pray
that, inspired by Saint
Francis, we might
experience our

God made us to be part of
communities, families, and
countries, so all people can
share and help each other.
We are called to work for the
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Star of the Week

Our Star of the Week for Early Years and Key Stage One is

Niamh W
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Our Star of the Week for Key Stage Two is Anna K- D
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Star Readers

Faateh A

Year 1 Mercy O
Year 2 Louie M
Year 3 Jerusha N- ]
Year 4 Ava D

Year 5 Lilly M
Year 6 Maigan B
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Birthdays

Freddie El Year 1

Daeshia J Year 2
Micheal D Year 6
Tobias H Nursery
Jasmine M Year 6

Louie M Year 2

We wish you a very happy birthday from everyone at St.

John’s!
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Ready to Learn

Our most punctual class, this week, who
were in everyday, on time and ready to
learn is...

Year 1
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Attendance
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The class with the highest attendance
this week is...

Year 5
98.7%
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Family Support

Solihull %\r
Family Hubs “Sollval

Solihull
amily Hubs

Solihuli
VY 2} Family Hubs

. A Family Hub is a place where children,
f young people and families can go for
services, advice and to meet other
families. Raising a family, being a parent
or carer, or navigating life as a young
person can be a challenge so staff in the hubs can put you in touch
with different services in the area.

Scan here for more information on the

Family Hubs website or visit:

3

www.solihull.gov.uk/family ~hubs

The Solihull Family Hubs app is available
to download from the Apple Store and
T N Google Play Store. It includes information

on sessions at each of our hubs, online
resources and much more. Take a look today!
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Family Support

Family Helpline

Early Help support for families
and professionals in Solihull

0121 788 4327

Live from 3 March 2025

Available Monday-Thursday 09:00-14:30,
Friday 09:00-16:00

Our dedicated team of duty workers support
with topics such as:

* Parenting and family guidance
* School attendance and support in

coordinating Early Help assessments
and plans

* Signposting to local services such
as Solihull Family Hubs

* Child behavioural issues and social development
* Health and emotional wellbeing

¢ Referrals to Family Support Workers

For safeguarding concerns, such as if a child is at

risk of being harmed, call the Solihull Multi-Agency
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0121 788 4300
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Family Support

eflc ®0C inourplaceai NHS

Free online courses for all parents, carers,
grandparents and teens

+ Antenatal and postnatal baby bonding

* Understanding your child or young person

* Your child or young person with additional needs
+ Teenager's feelings and brain development

+ And lots more specialist courses

Designed by clinical psychologists in partnership
with practitioners and parents

Residents of SOLIHULL
Use Access Code

APPLEJACKS

) ; A METROPOLITAK
In paid partnership with: e NORDUGH COUNCIL
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‘In it together’

(Are you thinking of applying for PIP/DLA? i

Do you have an upcoming review?
Is your child moving over from DLA
to PIP?
Or do you just want to get more info for
the future?
kPREBOOK supersencic@gmail.com P

step guide to applying for PIP and DLA

Disability Living Allowance } Personal Independence Payment
i

DLA PIP

Solihull
Family Hubs

Riverside Wed 7" May 9:30-12pm Hatchford Wed 25" June 9:30-12pm
Elmwood Fri 4™ July 9:30-12pm Riverside Mon 4™ Aug 12-2:30pm
Hatchford Wed 24" Sep 9:30-12pm  Elmwood Fri 3™ Oct 9:30-12pm
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