
Friday 2nd May 2025

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Primary School

We will prepare the way by loving, living and
learning with the Lord
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It is with sadness that we acknowledge the passing of Pope Francis, a figure of immense
significance in our Catholic faith. His legacy as a compassionate and influential pope will

endure, particularly through his unwavering commitment to those less fortunate, including
the homeless and asylum seekers. Pope Francis's poignant reminder that "every person has a

face, a name, and a story" resonates deeply, reminding us of the value of each individual's
unique identity and experiences.

Moreover, Pope Francis's dedication to environmental stewardship stands as a testament to
his visionary leadership. He consistently encouraged, especially among the youth, a

recognition of our transient role as guardians of our planet, emphasising our collective
responsibility to preserve it for future generations.

As we navigate this period of transition, we turn our attention to the forthcoming conclave.
From next week, we shall invoke the guidance of the Holy Spirit to support the members of

the conclave in their critical task of selecting a new Pope, who will assume the mantle of
leadership for our Church.

In this time of reflection and anticipation, let us unite in prayer and contemplation, honouring
Pope Francis's legacy while looking forward to the future of our faith community.

 



Our Virtues Catholic Social
Teaching

Our Pope’s
Prayer Intention

The Dignity of Work
The economy must serve the

people, not the other way round.
Work is more than a way to make
a living; it is a form of continuing
participation in God’s creation. If

the dignity of work is to be
protected, then the basic rights of
workers must be respected – the

right to productive work, to
decent and fair wages, to the

organisation and joining of
unions, to private property and to

economic initiative.

In May we are inspired by Pope
Francis to pray for working

conditions
Let us pray that through work,

each person might find
fulfilment, families might be
sustained in dignity, and that
society might be humanised.

Third Sunday of Easter 
After Jesus had died and risen again, the disciples were out fishing in their boat, when Jesus

appeared on the beach. They hadn’t managed to catch anything, so Jesus told them to throw
out their net again. This time they managed to catch lots and lots of fish.

The disciples then headed back to the beach and they shared some breakfast with Jesus. They
must have been so happy and excited. But maybe a little nervous too?

Sitting together to eat is a great way to get to know or to catch up with people and can be lots
of fun. 

All around the world, people come together to eat and share food with one another. 
But there are lots of people who struggle to get enough food to eat for themselves and their

families. 
Even though there is enough food in the world for everyone to have what they need, it is not
shared fairly. Some people have more than they need and some people do not have enough. 

So, this week as we sit together and eat with others, let’s think about all the other people
around the world who are doing the same thing. Pray for them and hope that we can work

together to make sure that everyone has their fair share of food.

Reflection
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Year One Inspire Workshop
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May the Month of Mary 
1  May 2025st

The month of May is a time to honour Mary, pray to
her, and seek her intercession.

Year One children and their parents/ carers started off
with a five minute meditation, before saying prayers. 
The children discussed their previous learning before

writing a prayer for Mary.
They placed their  prayers, flowers and pictures on and

around their May Alter.
Thank you to all our parents/carers who joined us.
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Good Shepherd Mass

I had the privilege of accompanying four of our Year Five children to the annual
Father Hudson’s Caritas, Good Shepherd Mass, at St. Chad’s Cathedral, on

Wednesday. 
The Mass was celebrated by Bishop Timothy Menzes and was made up of

representatives of all of our Our Lady and All Saints MAC schools.
It was a lovely occasion to come together and to celebrate Mass, whilst

acknowledging the funds that we have raised, collectively as a MAC, which will
now be used to enable Father Hudson’s Caritas to continue their wonderful

work.
Thank you to our Year Five representatives who were excellent ambassadors

for our school; showing reverence and excellent behaviour throughout.

s88hdixon
Pencil
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Parents/ Carers

Anna Fox from our caterers Aspen’s, will be leading a
food tasting event for all Key Stage One parents/ carers

on Tuesday 6  May, at 2.00pm.th

This event will be held in our school dining room. Please
join us to take the opportunity to taste the foods on offer
for your children; to learn more about healthy eating and

to voice any questions, opinions or concerns that you
might have.



Awards

Star of the Week

Virtues Star Readers

Our Star of the Week for Early Years and Key Stage One is
Johnathan D

Our Star of the Week for Key Stage Two is Tiffany B
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Nj L and Tia - May B



Celebrations

Birthdays

Ready to Learn Attendance

We wish you a very happy birthday from everyone at St.
John’s!

Our most punctual class, this week, who
were in everyday, on time and ready to

learn is...

The class with the highest attendance this
week is...

Year 
Reception

Year 
5

99.6%

Tommy K  Year 4
Joshua J  Year 6

Isla-Mae M  Year 3
Lilly-Mae M  Year 4
Chapani K  Year 3
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School Parking enforcement

Please see the following message from the local Police:  

‘In October 2024 I sent an email and information regarding school
parking and the laws around it for you to disseminate to

parents/careers. The team have seen little improvement and
continue to get complaints from the local residents and the wider

community. We have decided to take robust action and will no
longer take a lenient approach by words of advice. All drivers

committing a road traffic offence will receive a ticket through the
post. Please pass this message onto parents/careers via the

appropriate channels to avoid these fines’. 



Menu

A reminder to please continue to pre-order your child's meals on Blue
Runner. Thank you to everyone that has already activated their account.  If

you do still need to activate your account and need help, please pop into/ or
call the school office.

Ordering Meals on  Blue Runner
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Online Safety
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Diary Dates

Summer Term 2025
 Term Starts: Monday 28 April 2025

 Half Term Holiday: Monday 26 May 2025 to Friday 30 May
2025

 Term Ends: Friday 18 July 2025
INSET Day - Monday July 21st
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Tuesday 6  May - KS1 parents/ carers food tastingth

Wednesday 7th May - Year 3 Inspire Workshop
Thursday 8  May - Non-uniform day (red, white and blue)th

Wednesday 26th May - Year 6 Inspire Workshop
Monday 12th May - Year 6 SATs Week

Saturday 14th June - 10.00am - First Holy Communion 
Tuesday 24th June - Sports Afternoon

Term Dates



22



 

Sensory Craft: sensory activities 
for parents with SEND children 

Are you keen to help your child with learning?
Do you like sharing ideas and making things?

Would you like support for creating sensory activities? 
 

Come and join our friendly family learning group at Elmwood Family Hub, 37
Burtons Way, Smiths Wood, B36 0UG on Tuesdays, 9.30am – 11.30am, starting

29th April 2025. 

There will be lots of opportunities for discussion and making resources to use 
with your children. Best of all, this fabulous opportunity is completely FREE! 

Activities include: 

• Making sensory activities for use at home 

• Messy play ideas. 

To join us, please contact Elmwood Family Hub to sign up. 
 
Please note: only people who have been resident in the UK (or another EU country) for at least 3 years are
eligible for this government funded course. 
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SUMMER TERM 2025
Open to all Solihull parents and carers 

TUESDAY 

FIVE TO THRIVE
For parents with children aged up to 2 years, the FIVE TO 

THRIVE building blocks explore practical things you can do 
to enhance your child’s brain development, increase 

confidence in parenting and meet local parents. 

TUESDAY 
The Bridge, Shirley 

(B90 3AG) 

12.30pm – 2.30pm 

7/1/25 – 11/2/25 
25/2/25 – 1/4/25 

 BE ING A P ARENT GROU PS 

Led by trained pare nt volunteers, the groups provide you with the 
tools to help manage challenging behaviour, improve 
communication, an d build a positive relationship with your child. 

The Being a Parent groups start with a welco me session & then run weekly for a further 8 
sess ions: 

Virtual via Microsoft Teams 6pm – 7.30pm 6/5/25 – 8/7/25 

UNDERSTANDING YOUR CHILD

Led by Solihull professionals, the group aims to help you to manage challenging 
behaviour and improve communication, as well as building and understanding 
your relationship with your child. The group targ et age is 4-11 years unless 
specified, delivered face-to-face for 10 sessions: 

TUESDAY Shirley Heath Outreach Hub (B90 3DS) 1pm – 3pm 

5pm – 7pm 

29/4/25 – 8/7/25 

w/c 28/4/25 – 7/7/25 WEDNESDAY Three Trees Community Centre (B37 7TR) 

Book your place now, or
find out more by

contacting Solihull
Parenting Team at:

bsmhft.parenting@nhs.net
or book via the Eventbrite

QR code below: 
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TO BOOK YOUR PLACE
EMAIL:

jessica.orton@solihull.ac.uk

FRIDAY 12:30-2:30PM
STARTING 2ND MAY 2025

ELMWOOD FAMILY
HUB

Sensory
play
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10- 11:20 AM 

Elmwood Family Hub

37 Burtons Way, Birmingham, 
B36 0UG 
When? 

Thursday 24th April 2025

SEN Support in Schools

Thursday 22nd May 2025

EHC Needs Assessment

Thursday 26th June 2025 

Appeals to the SEND Tribunal 

Thursday 25th July 2025 

Annual Review Process 

Thursday 28th August 2025 

Equality Law, Exclusions and Reduced 
Timetables 

For further information, advice and support, get in touch with us at:

Email: Solihullsendias@family-action.org.uk 

Phone: 0121 0121 516 5173 

Solihull SENDIAS Workshops 
Do you have a child with special educ ational needs (SEN)? Would you like 

to learn more about statutory SEN processes relating to SEN support in 
schools or EHC Plans? Solihull SENDIAS will be delivering workshops at

an g e o f S EN D re la t ed to p ic s w ith a 
ELMWOOD Family Hub, covering a r
focus on what the law says and what you can do about it when things go 
wrong. 

What’s on? 
• 

• 

•

•

•

WHERE? 
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