
Friday 11th April 2025

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Primary School

We will prepare the way by loving, living and
learning with the Lord
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As we approach the Easter break, it is essential to reflect on the significance of Holy Week
and the profound journey of Jesus Christ. This week, in preparation, our school community

has come together to share in the Stations of the Cross, providing an opportunity for
contemplation on Jesus' final path.

In celebration of the season, we have enjoyed a delightful display of creativity and
enthusiasm from our pupils. The Early Years and Key Stage One Easter bonnet parade was a

joyous occasion, showcasing the imaginative efforts of our younger learners. Equally
impressive were the entries in our Key Stage Two 'decorate an egg' competition, which

demonstrated great creativity and skill. Thank you to all participants for their outstanding
contributions.

As we begin the school holidays, I encourage our school families to embrace the dual nature
of Easter: a time for solemn reflection on the immense sacrifice made by Jesus, along with a

celebration of new life and fresh beginnings. May this break offer you the opportunity to
come together, to contemplate the profound meaning of this holy season, and to rejoice in

the promise of renewal it brings.
I wish you all a happy and holy Easter, filled with moments of meaningful reflection and

joyous celebration.



Reflection

Our Virtues Catholic Social
Teaching

Our Pope’s
Prayer Intention

Attentive

and 

Discerning Link Saint: St Mother Teresa of
Calcutta
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Option for the Poor and
Vulnerable

It asserts that society must give
special consideration to the poor
and vulnerable, not as an act of

charity, but as a matter of justice,
recognising that their dignity and

rights are often overlooked or
denied in social, political, and

economic systems.

Established a religious community, Missionaries of
Charity, dedicated to the service of the poorest of

the poor 
 Formed the Co-Workers of Mother Teresa and the

Sick and Suffering Co-Workers
Known for her spirit of prayer, simplicity, sacrifice

and her apostolate of humble works of love

In April, we pray with Pope
Francis that new technologies

will not replace human
relationships, but will respect
the dignity of the person, and

will help us face the challenges
of our times.

Palm Sunday
In the first gospel reading, this Sunday, we hear how Jesus sent the disciples off to borrow a donkey, and to

say that: “The Master needs it” if they were asked where they were taking it.

Then Jesus entered into Jerusalem on this donkey, while the people shouted their praises to God.

What would you do to welcome Jesus if he arrived here today?

Jesus is in all of us, so every time we meet someone and welcome them, we are welcoming Jesus. We are
asked by God to treat all people as we would like to be treated.

So, this week how do you think we can make all the people we spend time with at home, at school and
elsewhere feel welcome?

And because Jesus is part of every person, we need to also welcome people all over the world. We can hold
all people in our hearts when we pray and do what we can to live our lives so that all people feel welcome.

And just like the disciples we need to live as Jesus asks us to. This might sometimes mean being a bit different
to others, as we try to share God’s love and make the world a fairer place for all people. But let’s try to do

our best. And if anyone asks us why we are doing this we can say “The Master needs it.”



SJB FC played their final game of the season yesterday against Coleshill, it
was a fab game and the boys played their best football yet. Confident,

skillful, encouragement and lots of communication on the pitch!! 
It's been a great league; we've tested some and been tested by others.

Well done to everyone who has taken part and hopefully look forward to
some more games on the field over the summer term! 

Sports Events
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Easter Competitions
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Social Action Team

Donating Easter Eggs to those in Need.
Thank you so much to Luna in Reception. Her Mum

mentioned this event to the company she works for.

They kindly bought Easter Eggs and donated them to 
Fr Hudson’s Tabour living.

A wonderful act of kindness to others.  

Some of the Social Action Team will be
delivering the Easter Eggs  to Fr Hudson’s
Caritas at St. Catherine of Siena Catholic

Church.
Thank you to those who have donated Easter
Eggs to show that we care and want to bring a

little happiness and hope to others. 

‘Love one another as I have loved you’ John
13:34
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PTFA Page

Thank you very much to our hardworking PTFA, who managed
to enlist the help of the Easter Bunny to help them deliver an

Easter egg to every child in our school today. The children
were very excited to receive such a special visitor!



Awards

Star of the Week

Virtues Star Readers

Our Star of the Week for Early Years and Key Stage One is
Minnie W

Our Star of the Week for Key Stage Two is Riley T
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Celebrations

Birthdays

Ready to Learn Attendance

We wish you a very happy birthday from everyone at St.
John’s!

Our most punctual class, this week, who
were in everyday, on time and ready to

learn is...

The class with the highest attendance this
week is...

Year 
3

Year 
5

97.4%

Scarlett H Year 5         Precious O Year 2
Kane S Year 5           Emerald B  NN

Isla E Year 2  
Evie H Rec

      Theo M Rec           
Eloise M-S Year 6

               Zoe M Year 2                 
 Jenson-Jay N  Year 4



Celebrating  Learning
Year
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Key Stage One
Year One

Year Two

Year Two Parent Workshop
Year Two enjoyed their parent workshop this week. The workshop was all about hope. We
started off in the Church and listened to the Bible teachings about hope and offered prayers.
We then took part in a ‘procession of hope’ back to school. Families discussed their hopes
and dreams for when children are older and created illustrations on a candle of hope. These
candles were taken home as a reminder of their hopes and dreams to reflect on each day. 

Year One have been learning more about Holy Week. Role playing Palm Sunday
when Jesus arrives in Jerusalem, and when Jesus was condemned to death.

They also learned more about what happened in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Since we started Lent, Year One have been recording their 40 acts of kindness

by colouring in 40 purple squares on a Cross. 
When visiting the twelve Stations of the Cross, Year One were respectful and

finished with a prayer.  



Menu

A reminder to please continue to pre-order your child's meals on Blue
Runner. Thank you to everyone that has already activated their account.  If

you do still need to activate your account and need help, please pop into/ or
call the school office.

Ordering Meals on  Blue Runner
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Online Safety
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Diary Dates

Spring Term 2025
 Term Ends: Friday 11 April 2025

 End of Term Holiday: Monday 14 April 2025 to Friday 25 April
2025

Summer Term 2025
 Term Starts: Monday 28 April 2025

 Half Term Holiday: Monday 26 May 2025 to Friday 30 May
2025

 Term Ends: Friday 18 July 2025
INSET Day - Monday July 21st
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Wednesday 7th May - Year 3 Inspire Workshop
Wednesday 26th May - Year 6 Inspire Workshop

Monday 12th May - Year 6 SATs Week
Saturday 14th June - 10.00am - First Holy Communion 

Tuesday 24th June - Sports Afternoon

Term Dates
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SUMMER TERM 2025
Open to all Solihull parents and carers 

TUESDAY 

FIVE TO THRIVE
For parents with children aged up to 2 years, the FIVE TO 

THRIVE building blocks explore practical things you can do 
to enhance your child’s brain development, increase 

confidence in parenting and meet local parents. 

TUESDAY 
The Bridge, Shirley 

(B90 3AG) 

12.30pm – 2.30pm 

7/1/25 – 11/2/25 
25/2/25 – 1/4/25 

 BE ING A P ARENT GROU PS 

Led by trained pare nt volunteers, the groups provide you with the 
tools to help manage challenging behaviour, improve 
communication, an d build a positive relationship with your child. 

The Being a Parent groups start with a welco me session & then run weekly for a further 8 
sess ions: 

Virtual via Microsoft Teams 6pm – 7.30pm 6/5/25 – 8/7/25 

UNDERSTANDING YOUR CHILD

Led by Solihull professionals, the group aims to help you to manage challenging 
behaviour and improve communication, as well as building and understanding 
your relationship with your child. The group targ et age is 4-11 years unless 
specified, delivered face-to-face for 10 sessions: 

TUESDAY Shirley Heath Outreach Hub (B90 3DS) 1pm – 3pm 

5pm – 7pm 

29/4/25 – 8/7/25 

w/c 28/4/25 – 7/7/25 WEDNESDAY Three Trees Community Centre (B37 7TR) 

Book your place now, or
find out more by

contacting Solihull
Parenting Team at:

bsmhft.parenting@nhs.net
or book via the Eventbrite

QR code below: 

25

mailto:bsmhft.parenting@nhs.net


26



27


