End of Year Report: St John the Baptist Catholic Primary School

Reading
Throughout this year, we have remained pully committed to promoting .o culture of reading
within our achool community. By ogpering children a plethora of reading opportunities,
implementing Freds Teaching, emphasising vocabulary development .and wtilising .data analysis
grom Accelerated Reader, we have .achieved .considerable progress in ouwr reading initiatives
and outcomes. We have also imade our library o calm and nurturing erwironment, where
children can read silently, and we have strengthened connections between our Class Read and
English units. These egports have contributed signigicantly to the growth and success of our
reading curriculum.
Championing Reading:
Reading .continues to he at the heart of our schools
ethos. We have consistently championed reading by
providing children with numerous opportunities to
explore the world of literature. Regular class wisits to
the school library, engaging hook discussions, and
~various reading challenges have cultivated .o passion
gor reading among our children.
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Viocabulary Development:
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allowing children to play with words, engage in
discussions, and express themselves congidently.




Fred's Fluent in 5 Lnterventions:

In our commitment to supporting every childs reading journey, we have implemented Freds
Fluent in 5 intervention program. This targeted initiative has provided .additional support to
children who needed extra help in their reading .development. The small-group sessions have
resulted in signigicant progress gor those irwolved, hoosting their reading gluency .and
comprehension.

World Book Day .and Pyiamarama Celebration:

As part of our egport to gposter a love gor literature, we celebrated World Book Day mwith
enthusiasm. The entire school came together to celebrate the joiy of reading and the wonder .of
hooks. Children .and stagy dressed up as their pavourite hook characters, and we organised
Narious engoging activities, such s author visits, storytelling sessions, and hook-themed
competitions. The day was a resounding success, leaving lasting imemories .and inspiring .ouwr
children to explore new hooks.
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To gpurther enrich .ouwr children's' reading experiences, .our school irwested in a ~vast collection
of hooks. Some KS2 stags members wvisited Peter's Book Store .and purchaosed hooks worth
£2000. These hooks have supplemented our existing PKC curriculum, providing children with
access to a diverse range of engaging texts. Additionally, they have enriched ouwr Accelerated
Reader program, encouroging children to read widely .and expand their literary horizons.

Continued Success .of the Book Vending Machine:

The Book Vending Machine has heen a tremendous
hit .among owur children, .motivating them to .achieve
their reading goals. Children who earn 20 points
through the Accelerated Reader program .are
rewarded with the .opportunity to choose hooks
grom the vending imachine. This innov.ative
approoch has encouwraged healthy reading habits
and has been .a testament to our commitment to
making reading enjoyable gor .all.

Creating a Calm .and Nurturing Library Erwironment:

Owr achool library has heen transgormed into a calm and nurturing spoce, Apecigically
designed to encourage children to immerse themselves in the joy of reading. The library is
adorned with cosy reading corners, comgortable seating arrangements, .and sogt lighting,
creating a welcoming atmosphere for children to relax .and delve into their povourite hooks.
Owr dedicated librarian ensures that the library remains .an oasis of tranguillity, promoting a



sense of serenity that enahbles .children to read silently .and .absorh themselves in the w.orld of

Utilising Rigorows Data Analysis grom Accelerated Reader:

Owr commitment to data-driven instruction has heen instrumental in identigying areas gor
development in reading. Through the Accelerated Reader program, children take hook quizzes
agter completing their reading, prowviding ~voluwable insights into their comprehension .and literocy
levels. The rigorous data analysis grom these quizzes, combined with Star Reading
assessments, oppers o comprehensive view .of each childrens reading progress. This data-
driven approach allows ouwr teachers to tailor their instruction to .meet

Sharing Books in Key Stage Assemhlies:

Promoting reading is o collahorative egport,
and our Key Stage assemblies hove hecome a
platporm to celebrate and share the joiy of ‘
hooks. During these assemblies, children and
teachers alike share their pavourite reads,
recommending hooks they gound inspiring or
enjoyable. By doing so0, we create .a vibrant
reading community, where children are encouroged to explore o diverse arroy of literature and
broaden their literary tastes.

Making Strong Connections Between Class Read .and
English Units:

In owr primary achool reading curriculum, we have
recognised the immense volue of making strong
connections hetween the Class Read .and .owr English
units. This intentional integration serves as a powergpul
tool to enhance the overall reading experience for our
children. By selecting class reads that .align with the
themes, topics, .or historical periods cowvered in our
English wnits, we provide children with a rich and




Contextual Understanding:

The Class Read, which is read aloud to the .children by their
teacher, serves as o gatewoy to o world of literature that
complements the .content covered in our English units. By
carepully selecting hooks that share similar themes, settings,
or character dynamics, we enhance the children's’ contextual
understanding of the English wunit topics. For example, if our
English unit gocuses on historical giction set during World
War 11, the chosen Class Read .might be .o hook that explores
a childs experiences .during that period. This ollows children
to immerse themselves in the historical context and empathise
with characters, providing .o deeper appreciation .of the time
Background Lngormation:

Through the Class Read, children .are exposed to .a variety of
pleces of ingormation that enrich their hackground knowledge.
For instance, igf oumr English wunit revolves .around myths and legends, the Class Read might he
an anthology of ancient stories grom diggerent cultures. This exposure to diverse .myths
provides children with a broader understanding of the subject .and helps them draw
connections hetween diggerent cultures .and their respective mythologies.

Cognitive Development:

The strong connections hetween Class Read .and English units .ogper .cognitive bhenegits to our
children. Engaging with literature that complements the English unit content helps .develop
critical thinking skills and encourages children to drow .comparisons, contrasts, and parallels
between texts. This higher-level thinking promotes .o more progound understanding .of bhoth the
Class Read and the English units learning .ohjectives.

Emotional Connection:

The alignment of the Class Read .and English units gosters .an emotional connection with the
material. As children encounter gamiliar themes, characters, or settings in diggerent contexts,
they develop a sense of gamiliarity .and comgort with the content. This emotional .connection
enhances their engagement .and enthusiasm gor learning, making the reading experience .more
Literary Appreciation:

The integration of the Class Read with .owr English units also promotes literary appreciation
among our children. Exposing them to a wide range of bhooks, gerres, and writing styles
helps them develop a discerning toste for literature. As they draw connections hetween digperent
texts, they hbegin to recognise patterns .and motips across various w.orks, deepening their
appreciation gor the art of storytelling.



Looking Ahead

As we mone gorward, we are excited to gurther enhance our primary school reading
curriculum by introducing the SoundsWrite approach across the whole school. The SoundsWrite
approach is a structured phonics program that has shown remarkable success in developing
childrens reading and spelling skills. To ensuwre its successpul implementation, we will provide
comprehensive stags Continwous Progessional Development sessions, equipping .ouwr teachers with
the necessary knowledge .and skills to egpectively deliver the program. Through curriculum
design, we will seamlessly integrate the SoundsWrite approach into ouwr reading instruction,
gostering a strong goundation gor reading .and spelling progiciency .ocross all year groups.

Disciplinary Reading and PKC Units:

Ln owr pursuit of gpostering well-rounded readers, we recognise the importance of disciplinary
reading. As we continue to develop our PKC wunit, we will provide children with even more
opportunities to read gor a variety of reasons. This includes exploring non-giction texts,
scientigic arkticles, historical docwments, .and other subject-specific materials relev.ant to their
learning. By integrating disciplinary reading into owr curriculum, we .aim to empower .our
children to read critically, think analytically, and engage deeply with subject-specific content,
gpurthering their intellectual gromwth.

Developing Viocabulary Teaching and Oracy Engagement:
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strategies to explicitly teach .and reingorce new w.ords
ocross all subjects. Moreover, we will continue
exploring etymology, origins, and meanings,
empowering children to develop a strong command .of
language.

To tockle the issue of orocy deprivation, we will
purther elevate owr oracy engagement levels. We will
provide ample opportunities gor children to participate
in discussions, debhates, and presentations,

congidently and express themselves egpectively. Through
this gocus on oracy, we aim to strengthen
communication skills, bhoost self-assurance, and enhance overall languoge ,deme.Lo,pmznt




